
 

 VISITORS WELCOME! We welcome any visitors who are joining us for Mass this weekend. We hope your stay in Marietta is enjoyable. Any 
new parishioners at the Basilica are asked to please register with the parish office.  
 
PARISH OFFICES are open from 1:00 PM until 4:00 PM on Mondays and from 9:00 AM until 4:00 PM Tuesday through Friday, with a lunch 
break from Noon until 1:00 PM each day. 
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PARISH OFFICE: 506 Fourth Street, Marietta OH 45750     PHONE: 740-373-3643   
WEBSITE: www.stmarysmarietta.org           www.facebook.com/stmarysmarietta      EMAIL: info@stmarysmarietta.org 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

September 10, 2023 
Twenty-Third Sunday 

In Ordinary Time 
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
 

Sat 5:30 PM - Harry Way 
Sun 8:00 AM - David Erb 
    10:00 AM - People of the Parish 
    12:00 PM - Perina Johnson, 15th Anniversary 
Mon 7:45 AM - Robert Heiss 
 12:05 PM - Harry Way 
Tue 7:45 AM - Keith McGregor 
 12:05 PM - Helen Roesch 
Wed 7:45 AM - Juanita Bowen 
 12:05 PM - Mario Magnani 
Thu 7:45 AM - Souls in Purgatory 
 12:05 PM - Liv/dec’d of the Theresa Thomas 

Family 
Fri 7:45 AM - Liv/dec’d of the Charles & 

Marie Rose Family 
 12:05 PM - Mark Bradley 
Sat 9:00 AM - Ellen Heiss 
 5:30 PM - Special Intention 

Sun 8:00 AM - People of the Parish 
 10:00 AM -  Justin Carney 
 12:00 PM - Herman Witzke 

Diocesan Celebration of  
Families 

SUNDAY MASSES - Saturday 5:30 PM; Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM 
CONFESSIONS - Saturday 3:30-5:00 PM (or anytime by appointment) 

BAPTISMS - Contact Parish Office 
WEDDINGS - Contact Parish Office six months in advance 

  

Rector - Rev. Msgr. John Michael Campbell (fatherjmike@gmail.com) 
Parochial Vicar - Rev. Edward Maxfield Jr. (emaxfield@diosteub.org) 

Permanent Deacon - Rev. Mr. Lee Weisend 
Music Director - Mr. John Ontko (740) 350-4224 (ontkotb@suddenlink.net) 

St. Mary School - 320 Marion St, (740)-374-8181 (www.stmaryscatholic.org) 
School Principal - Elizabeth Tokodi (elizabethtokodi@stmaryscatholic.org) 

K of C Grand Knight - Mr. Pete Saliba (304) 494-6170 
Parish Council President  - Luke Strahler  (614) 309-8876 

CWC President - Jenn Tinkler 
Hibernians - Mr. William Rathbone (740) 374-5492 

Prayer Line - & Eucharistic Adoration, Mrs. Shelly Medley (740) 525-6360 
Health Ministry - Mrs. Janet Jaeger (740) 374-6768 

Daily Bread Kitchen - Mrs. Carol Henshaw (740) 885-1181 
St. Vincent De Paul - Help Line (740) 376-1334 

Welcoming Committee - Jim Naylor (740) 350-5510 
Divine Mercy Gift Shop - Barb Ritchie (740) 538-4733 

    

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ 
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  
 
READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: 
Sir 27:30—28:7; Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35. 
 
DIOCESAN CELEBRATION OF FAMILIES: 
Next Sunday, September 17th,  Bishop Monforton will celebrate the 
Noon Mass for the Diocesan Celebration of Families. 
Parish families are invited and encouraged to attend this special Mass. 
 
CCD CLASSES RESUME: 
CCD Classes will begin this Sunday, September 10th.  Classes will be 
held in the Basilica Social Hall from 8:45 to 9:45 AM each Sunday. 
 
YOUTH GROUP: 
Cross+Fire Youth Group kick off will be Sunday, September 17th from 
6:00 PM until 7:30 PM in the Basilica Social Hall.  All 7th – 12th 
graders are invited to attend.  Bring a friend!  Any adults who are 
interested in working with the youth are invited to attend as well as we 
are looking to expand our team.  
 
 



  

   
 

ONLINE GIVING 
Online giving is available at the Basilica.  For more 
information, please visit this website: 
http://www.stmarysmarietta.org and go to the left 
side of the web page.  Click on the GIVE ONLINE 
button to see more information or to sign up. 

 
BASILICA FOUNDATION: 

A fund has been established by the Marietta 
Community Foundation for the maintenance and 
repairs of our Basilica.   This fund is separate from 
the monthly maintenance collection.     
 

DAILY BREAD KITCHEN 
Each month since January 2023, the Daily Bread 
Kitchen has provided 300 meals each week to those 
in need in our community.  Expenses have been 
commensurate with increased numbers and rising 
costs of food and supplies.  
 
Once again, we are asking for your prayers and 
support.  Please place your donation in an envelope 
marked “DBK” and put it in the collection basket.  
Thank you and God bless you. 

 
CLEANING THE BASILICA 

Volunteers will be cleaning the Basilica at 8:30 AM 
Thursday.  If you can help, please join us.  

SAINT MARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL NEWS 
 

St. Mary Catholic School Fall Festival Auction, 
Moonlight Masquerade will be held on Friday, 
October 6th, at the Adelphia, with doors opening at 
6:00 PM and the Live auction starting at 7:00 PM.  
Tickets for the auction are $50 each and are available 
with the Venmo QR code or in the school office 
from Tammi Bradley at 
tammibradley@stmaryscatholic.org, Rebecca 
Soffian, rsoffian@gmail.com or Teresa Domico, 
teresatokodi@gmail.com.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Auction Committee is hard at work gathering 
exciting items for the auction.  Some of the 
highlights so far include a chest freezer and a ½ beef, 
a week beach vacation rental, Boo at the Zoo 
package, dinner at the Barker Estate and SO MUCH 
MORE!  A flyer for the Fall Festival Auction will be 
inside next week’s bulletin. 
 

HELP MAKE CHRISTMAS BOXES 
Our annual Christmas Box of Joy begins October 1st.  
On Thursday, September 28th at 6:00 PM in the 
Basilica Social Hall, we will begin making 500 
boxes.  We need your help!  Please come, spend an 
hour helping to make the only gift a child may 
receive. 
 

 

   
MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 

TODAY 8:45 AM - 9:45 AM - CCD Classes begin in the Basilica Social Hall. 
MON 6:15 PM - Our Lady of Perpetual Help Devotions. 
 7:00 PM - RCIA begins in the Basilica Social Hall.  See announcement. 
TUE 6:00 PM - Parish Council Meeting. 
WED 8:20 AM - 7:00 PM – Eucharistic Adoration in the Chapel of the English Martyrs. 
THU 8:30 AM - Cleaning the Basilica.  See announcement 
FRI 8:20 AM - 7:00 PM – Eucharistic Adoration in the Chapel of the English Martyrs. 
    

 
The Lord Will Never Be Outdone 

In Generosity! 
 
Total collection last weekend:  $ 17,918.32 
 
Second collection last weekend for 
the maintenance of our Basilica: $ 2,631.50 
 
God bless those who support our Basilica Parish! 



PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 
We pray for all of those serving in the military. We 
especially remember friends and relatives of 
parishioners.  May God watch over them and keep 
them safe.   
          

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION  
OF ADULTS 

 
Do you know of anyone who might be interested in 
learning more about the Catholic Church?  The 
process by which adults and teens come into the 
Church has become known as THE RCIA, which is 
short for “The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.” 
 
The unbaptized. The primary focus of the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults is on those who are not 
already Christians and have not been catechized. 
 
Baptized but not catechized. Those who have been 
baptized either as Roman Catholics or as members of 
another Christian community, but did not receive 
further catechetical formation or instruction.  These 
typically have also not celebrated Confirmation or 
Eucharist. 
 
Those seeking full Catholic Communion. These are 
baptized, practicing Christians from other 
denominations seeking entry into the Church. 
 
RCIA classes will begin this Monday, September 
11.  They are from 7- 9 PM in the social hall. 
 

MARY’S HOUSE BENEFIT 
Mary’s House is having a Smoked Chicken & Pork 
Dinner on Saturday, September 30th.  It will be held 
at St. Bernard’s Church, 307 7th St. Beverly, OH. 
Doors open at 4:00 PM, Dinner will be served at 
5:00 PM.  Price:  $25 per person.  There will also be 
a Pie Auction and a Take a Chance. 
 

SCHEDULING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
Just a reminder that all those using the Basilica 
Social Hall, Conference Room, Kitchen or Library 
must check with the parish office to be sure the time 
and place are available. If you change the time or 
date, please be sure the new time is available.  All 
meetings and events must be listed in the master 
book in the office. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
Through a generous donation our church library has 
added a number of new books for children.  The 
books and a current book list have been approved by 
our church.  We encourage parents and kids to 
browse the children’s bookshelves, located on the 
right (on the bottom) when you walk in the library.  
Take advantage of this great resource for your 
children, grandchildren, family member or friend.  If 
you would like to view the current book list to 
purchase books or donate books, contact Debbie 
Lazorik at lazorikd@marietta.edu or  
740-434-3769. 

 
HELPING HANDS MINISTRY 

We are the Body of Christ.  With love for our 
neighbor, we help those in need.  This is by God’s 
design.  As part of the parish community, our 
Helping Hands Ministry provides meals to those 
going through a difficult time, whether it be due to 
illness surgery, death of a loved one, a new baby, or 
simply being overwhelmed with life’s challenges.  
We are blessed with many volunteers who provide 
and deliver these free meals on a short-term basis. 
We need your help in identifying those who might 
benefit from a few prepared meals and a friendly 
smile. 
 
Please call Debbie Murray (740-516-9460) or Cheryl 
Nau (740-516-1319) if you know of someone who 
could benefit from this ministry or if you are 
interested in becoming a volunteer.  God bless you 
and God bless the many volunteers who have been 
assisting this ministry for over 20 years.  Thank you! 

 
2003 DIOCESAN/PARISH SHARE 

This year our parish goal is $115,639.21.  This is an 
increase of $4,381.21 over last year.  So far, the 
Diocese has received $115,639.00 from our parish.  
This means that our parish has reached 98% of our 
goal.  Thanks once again to those who participated in 
this year’s campaign,  
 
If you have not yet turned in a pledge card, please do 
so.  You can place your pledge in the collection 
basket, or you can mail it directly to the diocese 
using the pre-addressed envelope provided with your 
pledge card.  Our parish has always surpassed our 
goal.  Money over and above our goal will be 
returned to our parish.  Please make this happen 
again. 



  MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEKEND OF September 16 & 17 

 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion Lectors Altar Servers 

Sat: 
5:30 

  

Tammi Bradley (CAPT) (swap req.) 
Debbie Lazorik (HOST) 
Evelyn Potter (HOST) 
Sandy George  (CHALICE)  
Irene Cain (CHALICE)  
 

Tina Thomas Connor Bichard 
Mary Tokodi-Ruth 
Karter Lankford 
 
 

Sun: 
8:00 

Not Filled (CAPT) 
Carol Antill (HOST)   
Marcia McCabe (HOST) 
Patti Finkel (CHALICE) 
Sharon Loken (CHALICE) 
 

Nancy Funk 
 

David Baker 
Suzanne Baker 
Kenny Offenberger 
Not Filled 

10:00 Ken Schilling (CAPT)  
Joel Erb (HOST) 
Deacon Lee (HOST) 
Pat Dickinson (CHALICE) 
Cathy Harper (CHALICE) 

Sophia Parlin Caroline Krason 
Elijah Erb 
Griffin Erb 
Owen Krason 
Liam Long 
Benedict Parlin 
 

12:00 Stan Vanlandingham (CAPT)  
Sandy Bickert  (HOST) 
Joe Schmidt (HOST) 
Elizabeth Tokodi (CHALICE)  
Dennis Nau (CHALICE) 
 

Lisa Taylor Jonathan Schmidt 
Annie Tokodi-Ruth 
Nathan Soffian 

    
 

 Daily Servers- Not Filled 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
BASILCA BOOK CLUB NEWS: 
The next meeting of the Basilica Book Club will be September 27th at 6:00 PM in the Basilia Social Hall. 
The September Book:  Left To Tell:  The Beautiful Little Things.  Melissa Hill.  The book is available to 
check out at the Parish Library. 
 
Remember:  All are welcome, bring a friend.  Snacks and drinks will be provided.  If you are not able to read 
the book, a summary is presented, and you can participate at whatever level is comfortable for you. 
 
A JOURNEY WITH CHRIST:  The walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual renewal and 
Formation that begins with a three-day short course in Christianity.  It is an opportunity to meet Jesus Christ in 
a new way as God’s grace and love is revealed to you through believers.  Emmaus is open to members of any 
Christian denomination, and we are currently seeking pilgrims for upcoming walks. 
 

Men’s Walk: September 28-October 1 
Women’s Walk:  October 5-8. 

 
For more information or answers to questions, please call Carol or Johnny Wharff at 740-525-0668 or 
740-525-2666. 
 
 



 

 

   THE TWENTY- THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME 

 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2023 

     Jesus said to his disciples: “If your brother should sin [against you], 
go and discuss the matter with him, in private between you and him.  If he should hear you, you have gained 
back a brother.  But if not, then take one or two others along with you, that 'on the discussion of two or three 
witnesses, every word will stand.'  But if he should refuse to hear them, speak the accusation to the assembly. 
But if he should also refuse to hear the assembly, let (him) be to you as the Gentile or the tax collector. 

     Amen, amen, I say to you.  Whatever you should bind on earth will have been bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loosen on earth will have been loosen in heaven.  Again I say to you that if two of you agree on 
earth about any dispute, whatever they should ask, it will happen for them from my Father, heaven.  For, 
wherever two or three are brought together in my name, I will be there in the middle of them." 

     The Semitic culture in the time of Jesus held honor in the highest esteem.  Sin (hurting another) meant a loss 
of honor.  For, sin had more social than psychological dimensions.  In other words, one took offense if 
reputation was hurt, not just feelings. 

     When they proclaimed the reconciliation of people with God, the Christian community taught that through 
Christ, God raised the status of sinners to that of his children.  The saved had a new honor in the sight of God, 
for they enjoyed the benefits of eternal life: peace, joy, love, etc.  In fact, love glued the community together. 
"Love one another, as I have loved you."  Love meant protecting the reputation of the community and the 
members within. 

     What happens when a Christian hurt another?  In order to protect one's honor (i.e., "save face") and 
preserve local church unity, Jesus described a three-step process: private consultation, a quiet community 
proceeding, and, finally, public disassociation. Each step grew in weight and import. 

     Private consultation meant to protect the reputation of the sinner.  The hurt party would approach the sinner 
with the accusation and try to work out a solution.  If the person hurt the other by accident, he could apologize. 
If sinner hurt the victim intentionally, the sinner could repair the damage.  In either case, the sinner and victim 
could grow closer together as "brethren" ("true friends").  

     If the sinner refused, others in the community could become involved in a way to protect the reputation of 
the sinner.  The victim with two or three others from the community would meet with the sinner in private.  The 
meeting had two agendas. First, the "witnesses" would present their "evidence" against the sinner.  Second, the 
"witnesses" could act as negotiators between the parties.  Quiet diplomacy could heal wounds in the community 
before they caused public scandal.  

     If the sinner still refused, the victim could only take recourse with the community itself.  The victim would 
present the evidence publically.  If the community ruled in favor of the victim, they would excommunicate the 
sinner.  At this point, the unity of the local church outweighed the reputation of the sinner.  Outside the 
community, the outcast would seek other means of financial and social support.  Homelessness was the worst 
case scenario in this process. Because of the public scandal and dire consequences for the sinner, the community 
only used excommunication as a "last ditch" measure.  

     Jesus encouraged his followers to act in spite of the cost, if the situation demanded it.  God would approve 
any church discipline done by consensus, because the risen Lord was present in the worship of the gathered 
community. [18:20] 



 

 

  SPECIAL EVENTS AND PILGRIMAGES TO THE BASILICA 
 
Sept.    -  24   -      9:30 am.  Confirmation – Saint Henry Church    
Sept.    -  24   -    12:00 pm.  Respect Life Mass - Bishop 
Oct.      -  27,  -      8:45 am.  Diocesan Teacher in Service Day                                  
Oct.      -  28   -      9:00 am.  Mass of Remembrance (Bishop) 
Oct.      -  29,  -    12:00 pm. Women Religious celebration 
Nov.    -  19,   -    12:00 pm. Diocesan Marriage Anniversary Mass (Bishop)  
Dec.     -  12,  -     11:00 am. Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

LITURGICAL FEASTS THIS WEEK 

Tuesday,  September 12,  The Holy Name of Mary 
     God the Father is glorified by the exalted role in salvation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Thus her name 
is a name of honor, a holy name, a maternal name, and a name responsive to the needs of the church. 
 
Wednesday,  September 13,  Saint John Chrysostom (Bishop & Doctor of the Church) 
     John Chrysostom was the Bishop of Constantinople.  He was an outstanding preacher called “Golden 
mouth”.  He defended the poor, sought the reform of the clergy, authored many letters and sermons.  He 
is one of four doctors of the Eastern Church.  He authored the liturgy (Mass) of the Eastern Church – 
used today. 
 
Thursday,  September 14,  The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
     The feast celebrates a double anniversary.  In Jerusalem Constantine erected a round church, the 
Anastasis, above the empty grave of Jesus, and a basilica, the Martyrium.   In the square between the two 
churches, a shrine, Calvarium, marking the place of the crucifixion.  Dedicated in 335, they were 
destroyed by the Persians in 614.  The two churches were rebuilt by the Patriarch Modestus of Jerusalem 
in 626, but were destroyed by the Muslims in 1009.  The present church of the Holy Sepulcher, rebuilt by 
the Crusaders, and dedicated in 1149.  Today we also celebrate the discovery of the Lord’s cross by the 
empress St. Helena in 320. 
 
Friday,   September 15,  Our Lady of Sorrows 
     By the 14th century, the sorrows of Mary numbered seven: the presentation of Jesus in the Temple; the 
flight into Egypt; Jesus being lost in Jerusalem; the meeting of Jesus and Mary on the way to Calvary; the 
Crucifixion; the taking down of Jesus’ body from the cross; and His burial.  
 
Saturday,  September 16,  Saints Cornelius (Pope) and Cyprian (Bishop) Martyrs 
     Cornelius opposed Novation and the rigorists in the “lapsi controversary”.  He died in exile in 253 at 
Civitavecchia, and was buried in the cemetery of Callistus.  Cyprian was decapitated on September 14, 
258 by order of Valerian.  He was the bishop of Carthage.  He was the first African bishop to be 
martyred. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE MEMBERS OF OUR BASILICA PARISH AND SAINT HENRY 
PARISH -OUR SISTER PARISH, - WHO ARE ILL AND FOR THEIR FAMILIES AND 

CAREGIVERS!  MAY THEY BE RESTORED TO THE FULLNESS OF HEALTH. 



 

 

MEETINGS, EVENTS, AND MASSES FOR THE WEEK: 

Monday, September 11,                                                      Thursday, September 14, 
  7:45 am.   -  Mass                                                                   7:45 am.  -  Mass 
  9:15 am.   -  School Class Mass (7&8)                                9:15 am.  -  School Class Mass (5&6)                                                                  
  6:00 pm.   -  Perpetual Help Devotions                            12:05 pm.   - Mass 
  7:00 pm.   -  RCIA                                                                   
                                                                                                 Friday, September 15,         
Tuesday, September 12,                                                         7:45 am.  -  Mass                                                                                                                         
  7:45 am.  – Mass                                                                      8:25 am.  -  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament   
  9:15 am.  -  School Class Mass (2)                                      12:05 pm.  - Mass            
12:05 pm.  -  Mass                                                                      6:45 pm. -    Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament               
  5:00 pm.   -  Basilica Finance Meeting                                                                                                 
  6:00 pm.  -  Parish Council Meeting                                Saturday, September 9                                                                                                                             
  7:00 pm.  -  Grief Support Meeting                                     9:00 am.  -  Mass                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                      3:30 pm. - Confessions                                                                                                                  
Wednesday, September 13,                                                     5:30 pm. - Mass    
  7:45 am.  -    Mass                                                                    
  8:30 am.  -  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament             Sunday, September 10, 
  9:15 am.  -  School Class Mass (3&4)                                   8:00 am.   -  Mass                                                                                                                         
12:05 pm.  -  Mass                                                                      9:30 am.   -  Mass (St. Henry)                                                  
  6:45 pm.  -  Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament           10:00 am.  -  Mass                                                                                  
                                                                                                    12:00 pm. -  Mass                                                                                                                         
______________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                            

                   Perpetual Help Devotions                      
 
     Perpetual Help devotions will resume this Monday evening at 6:15 pm.  Basilicas 
have particular devotions – ours is obviously Perpetual Help devotions.  Since our 

basilica is dedicated to Mary, it is obvious that we offer devotions related to her.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

     Today, We Celebrate the Eleventh Anniversary of the Episcopal 
Ordination & Installations of Bishop Monforton 
 
     We offer our prayers for him, and wish him many happy years!  He is a good bishop 
who cares for all of us and for his Diocese of Steubenville.  May God grant him many 
happy years.  Through his request at the Vatican, St. Marry’s has been named a 

basilica.                                                                             
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Seattle archdiocese asks all pastors to resign ahead of parish consolidation 
  
     As the Archdiocese of Seattle plans to consolidate 136 parishes into 60 “parish families,” the 
archdiocese has asked all pastors to resign.  The initiative cites declining Mass attendance, the low 
number of seminarians, and the “long-term financial sustainability of parishes” as reasons for the move. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 
T H E  B A S I L I C A  O F  

SAINT MARY 
4TH STREET • MARIETTA OH 45750 •  740-373-3643 

                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                          September 10, 2023                                                                                                               

Dear Parishioners,   

     Disputes are probably the most uncomfortable of social situations.  Whether private or public, disputes can 
define a person's style: confrontation or avoidance, blunt honesty or face-saving lies, "fight for the right" or 
"peace at all cost."  Grace under this kind of fire can be impossible at times. 

     People get involved in many types of disputes.  How we address disputes in a way that encourages both 
mutual respect and justice?  Jesus has a plan to answer such a question.   
     In assessing an appropriate process to heal the dispute it is important to keep certain things in 
mind.  For instance, where one side has power over the other or where one party feels intimidated or 
frightened it may be difficult to resolve the dispute. 

     People who disagree can often get together to discuss the problem and reach a mutual agreement. 
When people sort out a problem themselves, they can work out a solution that best meets their own 
needs and interests. 

     People involved in a dispute can ask a mediator, an unbiased and impartial person, to assist them in 
their negotiations.  Where negotiation has not been successful, the mediator can often help to ease 
tension and encourage discussion between the parties.  The mediator can help the parties themselves 
find a solution that can often result in a "win-win" situation, where everyone is satisfied with the 
result.   

     As time goes by, it may become harder to agree on a solution that satisfies everyone.  Each side will 
become convinced they are "right" and the other side is "wrong." 

     Emotions are often highly charged. People may be angry or so intent on proving the other "wrong" 
that nothing other than having their day in court will appeal to them.  Sometimes, merely waiting a 
few days or weeks can make a difference and parties may be more willing to discuss the options more 
calmly and openly. 

    

                                                                                       Sincerely,                                                                                                                  

 

 

                                                                                                                 Rev Msgr. John M. Campbell                     
                                                                                                                  (Rector) 

 



 

 

ROSARY CONGRESS 
 

          The seventh annual Rosary Congress will be held this year from October 7-13.   Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament will take place at the Basilica for three days, as well as in other local parishes in 
our area.  Because of the Eucharistic Revival this year, it is important that we participate in these 
sacred days.  The rosary will be prayed each hour.  The Congress will begin on Sunday, October 8, 
at 7:00 pm. With exposition of the Holy Eucharist, a presentation on the Holy Eucharist, and the 
solemn Easter prayer of the Akathist Hymn In Honor Of The Holy Eucharist.  Plan now to take an 
active part in these solemn days. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________                                   
High Schooler Finds 34 Million-Year-Old Whale Skull — And It Could Be a New Species 

Last year, Lindsey Stallworth brought her biology teacher Drew Gentry a bag of fossilized                                                                                                                
shark teeth she had found on her family’s property in Monroe County, Alabama. Intrigued, he                                                                                                                             
asked to visit the property with her to find others, but what they actually ended up uncover-                                          
ing was much more special.  
 
     During their dig in June, the 16-year-old science enthusiast and Gentry came upon some                                                                                       
tiny bone fragments and then realized there was an entire whale skull, estimated to be about                                                                              
34 million years old, buried on a hillside. “I just kind of stood there for a solid two minutes                                                                              
staring at it, thinking, ‘What we have actually found?’” Lindsey told The Washington Post. 
 
     “I was very, very excited, but I was also confused since this was my first experience in 
paleontology,” the high school junior continued. “It’s really hard to comprehend something                                                         
that’s that many millions of years old, but it started to make more sense once we started                                                                 
getting the dirt away and saw what the skull might have looked like.” 
 
     In addition to confirming the age of the whale skull, paleontologist Jun Ebersole said there                                                              
is even more reason to celebrate from a research perspective: “Once the whale is prepared                                                                                                                              
and the bones are out of the rock and reassembled, there’s a very good chance it’s a new                                        
species.” 
__________________________________________________________________ 

US commission sees setbacks for religious freedom in Vietnam 
     The US Commission on International Religious Freedom has issued a statement of concern                                                                                                                             

concabout setbacks for religious freedom in Vietnam.  The commission reported that “a recent crack-                                                   
do ddown on civil society, increased pressure on independent religious communities, alarming reports                         
o      of forced renunciations of faith, and other growing religious freedom violations add up to a clear                                                                                                                              

reversal” of previous gains for religious freedom.  The commission’s report was issued on Sept. 5, as                                                                                                                            
President Joe Biden prepares for a visit to Vietnam, and raises questions about whether he will raise 

question of religious freedom during his stay there.                                                                                             
________________________________________________________________________________________________     



 

 

A year after Paulists' removal from Ohio State, community 'fighting anger and grief' 
 
     St. Thomas More Newman Center in Columbus, Ohio, is overseeing a $3 million renovation of                                                 
the center.  Bishop Earl Fernandes, made changes at the center in 2022 as part of an overhaul of the 
Catholic campus ministry program at Ohio State.  The diocese took control of the Newman                                                                                               
Center's daily operations from the Paulist Fathers, and invited the Paulist Fathers to stay on as 
chaplains for one year, answering to a diocesan priest who became the campus ministry's                                                         
executive director.  The Paulist Fathers were not interested.  At Bishop Fernandes' direction, the 
diocese changed the campus ministry's focus from a program that incorporated a year-round 
resident community of retirees and middle-aged adults with children to a model where only                                                      
college students, ministry staff members and young adult campus missionaries participate. 
 
     Bishop Fernandes, who became the bishop of Columbus in May 2022, said at the time that the 
changes to the campus ministry at Ohio State University was the "first step in an exciting and 
renewed vision for vocations and evangelization" in which the Newman Center would "play a                                                   
vital role." 
 
     The diocese signaled that it planned to take the campus ministry program in a more conser-
vative direction.  Bishop Fernandes said: "a lot of good things that are going to happen." He                                                             
urged people to "not let fear dominate" them, and to be open-minded. 
 
     In a local television news interview, Bishop Fernandes said he expected and hoped for a                                                                                                                              
positive response from the Paulists. "Little did I expect then the reaction that came thereafter,"                                                     
he said.  Fernandes likened his role to that of a parent whose decisions sometimes anger their 
children. 
 
     Bishop Fernandes is a very good bishop.  His desire is to be sure that the parishes and                                                                                                                    
ministries in his diocese are truly Catholic.  Over the years, some strange attitudes and customs 
have crept into the Church and have not been addressed.  Bishop Fernandes has the courage to 
address these issues. 
 
     In the near future, Bishop Fernandes will be responsible for the diocese of Steubenville as well as 
the Diocese of Steubenville.  If done correctly, the merger between the Diocese of Columbus                                                                                       
and the Diocese of Steubenville could offer the opportunity for personnel and financial resources 
from across the state to be invested in a region with great spiritual and monetary needs. Rather 
than abandoning the poor population of eastern Ohio, as some have suggested, such a move                                              
would help to secure it.  Ultimately change of any kind within the Church, be it at the diocesan                                                                                                      
or the parish level, is an occasion for every Catholic to ask: Where does our true identity lie? 
 
     Our identity cannot solely exist in our parish or our diocese.  Our identity must lie in                                                                                     
the Church, universally taken, as disciples of Jesus.  We must cultivate this perspective 
now,  
 
 
 



 

 

 

    Pope hears bishops’ reports, urges prayers for Ukrainian people 
 
     Pope Francis met on September 6 with the bishops of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, and “express-                                                                        
ed desire that during the month of October, especially in shrines, the Rosary be dedicated to peace                                                                  
and reconciliation in Ukraine.” 
 
     In a two-hour meeting with prelates from the Byzantine-rite Church—who have gathered in Rome                                                                                           
for a meeting of their Synod—the Pope heard a number of Ukrainian prelates speak about “the                                   
suffering that the Ukrainian people are experiencing,” the Vatican News service reported. 
 
     Major Archbishop Svlatoslav Shevchuk spoke about “painful situation in which his country finds 
itself, with an increasing number of dead, wounded and tortured people.” He thanked the Pope for                                                                                                      
his repeated expressions of concern about the suffering of the Ukrainian people. 
 
     The Pope’s meeting with the Ukrainian bishops came at a time when tensions had arisen between                                                           
the Russian empire and the Ukrainian people.                        because, undoubtedly, greater changes lie on 
the horizon for the Church in the United States in                               the months and years to come. 
____________________________________________________________________Pope 
Francis gives a glimpse into Vatican-China deal on appointment of Chinese bishops 

     Pope Francis gave a special message to Chinese Catholics at the end of his Mass in Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia on Sept. 3, 2023.  He revealed the existence of a joint China-Vatican commission on the 
appointment of bishops during an in-flight press conference on Monday — giving the clearest                                                             
explanation to date as to what could be in the secret Vatican-China deal. 

     Speaking during his 10-hour return flight from Mongolia on Sept. 4, the pope said that there is a                                                                                                                              
joint commission between the Chinese government and the Holy See on the appointment of Catholic 
bishops in China presided over by Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin.  “There is a 
commission working for the appointment of bishops — Chinese government and the Vatican — and                                                                                          
there has been dialogue for some time,” Pope Francis said. 

     The pope described the Vatican’s relations with the People’s Republic of China as “very respectful.  I 
think that we need to advance further into the religious aspect to understand each other more.  The 
Chinese must not think that the Church does not accept their culture and their values and that the                                                              
Church is dependent on a foreign power,” he added.  The “friendly” commission presided over by 
Cardinal Parolin is doing well, he said.  “They are doing a fine job.  Relations are like this, let’s say                                                   
that they are underway.  And I have great respect for the Chinese people.” 

     Pope Francis also told the journalists that the Vatican and China have engaged in foreign                                                                
exchanges with Catholic priests and intellectuals teaching at a university in China, describing this                                                                      
as an example of “openness” on the part of the Chinese. 

     



 

 

Other Steubenvilles? What U.S. dioceses might face merger plans? 

     Our Diocese of Steubenville, Ohio, became the center of controversy last year, when Bishop Jeff                              
Monforton announced that the diocese would be merged with the neighboring Diocese of Columbus.                               
The possibility that Steubenville will be merged into Columbus is still a live one, and the diocese                          
faced an audit meant to gauge its financial viability. 

     Some of our Steubenville’s diocesan challenges are specific to its recent financial history.  During                         
the summer of 2020, both former diocesan comptroller David Franklin and former diocesan vicar                                
general Monsignor Kurt Kemo admitted in court that they had embezzled large sums from the                                    
financially struggling diocese. 

     Steubenville is a small diocese with a declining population, and limited resources.  We face                                 
demographic and financial challenges that a number of small dioceses in the Midwest and Northeast                            
will face in coming decades.  Some priests of the diocese have urged that the diocese could have a                           
positive future, but analysts have argued that the diocese is just too small to remain sustainable. 

     Steubenville is not the smallest diocese in the country.  If a merger is going to happen there, other                        
U.S. dioceses will be candidates for the same future.   Since the early Church, the Catholic diocese                         
has been the local geographical expression of the Church’s nature as a hierarchical and sacramental                          
communion.  A diocese has set geographical boundaries that usually align with civil governmental                             
boundaries.  In the U.S., most diocesan boundaries follow the borders of counties and states. 
 
     Rome has generally tried to see that the geographic territory of a diocese is not so large that a                            
bishop can’t effectively govern the entirety, or travel to all parts within reasonable amounts of time.                      
But the Vatican has also been attentive to population: When the Catholic population of a region                              
grows, dioceses need sometimes to split, if they become just too populous to be governed by a single                         
bishop. 
 
     The Diocese of Steubenville is the product of one such split — it was carved from the Diocese of                                                                                            
Columbus in 1944.  When those dioceses were split, both local churches were of relatively similar size,                      
and both were growing.  In 1950, the Steubenville diocese contained 62,000 Catholics, while the                              
Columbus diocese contained 106,000. 
 
     Since that time, the Diocese of Columbus has grown to almost 300,000 Catholics while the Diocese                             
of Steubenville has shrunk to less than 30,000.  There are 53 Latin Catholic dioceses in the U.S. with                       
fewer than 100,000 Catholics, and 20 with more than 1 million Catholics.  Steubenville is the fourth-                                                        
smallest U.S. Latin diocese by population. And like many of the country’s smallest dioceses, its                             
Catholic population is falling rather than rising.  Undoubtedly, greater changes lie on the horizon for                                     
the Church in the United States in  
the months and years to come. 
                                                                                        
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 




