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November 15, 2020
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASSES FOR THE WEEK
SAT
SUN

MON
TUE
WED
THU
FRI
SAT
SUN

5:30 PM - Liv/dec’d of the Robert &
Jean Potter Family
8:00 AM - Liv/dec’d of the Dale Spindler
Family
10:00 AM - Shirley Stollar Oliver
12:00 PM - People of the Parish
7:45 AM - Barry Bailey
12:05 PM - Kenneth Cooke
7:45 AM - Gary Pfeffer
12:05 PM - Edgar Walters
7:45 AM - Carl Schilling
12:05 PM - Evelyn Corra
7:45 AM - Charles & Marie Rose
12:05 PM - Liv/dec’d of the Luke & Diane
Arnold Family
7:45AM - Liv/dec’d of the Gary & Teri
Ann Pfeffer Family
12:05 PM - Clarence Bauerbach
9:00 AM - Vincent Huck
5:30 PM - Preston John Huck
8:00 AM - Carol Wentzell
10:00 AM - People of the Parish
12:00 PM - Scooter Huck, 38th Anniversary

SUNDAY MASSES
CONFESSIONS
BAPTISMS
WEDDINGS

-

Saturday 5:30 PM; Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM
Saturday 3:30-5:00 PM (or anytime by appointment)
Contact Parish Office
Contact Parish Office six months in advance

Rector
Parochial Vicar
Permanent Deacon
Music Director
St. Mary School
School Principal
DRE
Parish Council Chairman
K of C Grand Knight
CWC President
Hibernians
Prayer Line
Pregnancy Assistance
Health Ministry
Daily Bread Kitchen
St. Vincent De Paul
Welcoming Committee

-

Rev. Msgr. John Michael Campbell (fatherjmike@gmail.com)
Rev. Joshua D. Erickson
Rev. Mr. Lee Weisend
Mr. John Ontko (740-350-4224, ontkotb@suddenlink.net)
320 Marion St, 740-374-8181 (www.stmaryscatholic.org)
Elizabeth Tokodi, (elizabethtokodi@stmaryscatholic.org)
Cecelia Cottrill (ceceliacottrill@stmaryscatholic.org)
Dennis Blatt
Mr. David Payne (740-373-7834)
Jenn Tinkler
Mr. Tom Binegar, President (740-374-4559)
& Eucharistic Adoration, Mrs. Shelly Medley (740-525-6360)
Women's Care Center (740-374-7123)
Mrs. Janet Jaeger (740-374-6768)
Mrs. Carol Henshaw (740-885-1181)
Help Line (740-376-1334)
Jim Naylor (740) 350-5510

Remain in me, as I remain in you, says the
Lord. Whoever remains in me bears much
fruit.
READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY:
Ex 34:11-12,15-17; 1 Cor 15:20-26,28; Mt 25:31-46.
REST IN PEACE:
Rose Marie Gill, mother of Stephen William Gill of this parish, died
October 30th at Alter Care Hartville, Ohio. Rose’s Requiem Mass was
on November 5, at Holy Trinity Church in East Liverpool, Ohio.
May God grant Rose eternal peace and happiness in heaven, her
eternal home. We extend our deepest sympathy to Stephen.
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Please have your bulletin announcements in by Noon on Wednesday.
This will insure that they will be included in the following weekend’s
bulletin. For the week of November 22nd only, announcements must
be in by Noon on Monday, November 23rd. Announcements should
be in writing. We cannot accept bulletin announcements by phone.

BOXES OF JOY
This is the last weekend to return your filled Christmas boxes. Please leave them in the bins at the entrances of
the Basilica. Donations are still being accepted to shop for you.
VISITORS WELCOME! We welcome any visitors who are joining us for Mass this weekend. We hope your
stay in Marietta is enjoyable. Any new parishioners at the Basilica are asked to please register with the parish office.

MEETINGS AND EVENTS
MON
TUE
WED
FRI
SAT

6:15 PM
7:00 AM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
8:15AM
8:15 AM
3:30 PM

-

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Devotions. See announcement.
RCIA in the Basilica Social Hall.
Support Group Meeting.
K of C Meeting
7:00 PM – Eucharistic Adoration in the Chapel of the English Martyrs. See announcement.
7:00 PM - Eucharistic Adoration in the Chapel of the English Martyrs. See announcement.
Confessions.

The Lord Will Never Be Outdone
In Generosity!
Total collection last weekend:

$ 13,380.08

Amount needed each week to meet
the Basilica budget:

$ 14,225.00

God bless those who support our Basilica Parish!
ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE
For information on online giving, please visit
http://www.stmarysmarietta.org and go to the left
side of the web page and click on the GIVE ON
LINE button to see more information or to sign up.
BASILICA FOUNDATION
A fund has been established by the Marietta
Community Foundation for the maintenance and
repairs of our Basilica. This fund is separate from
the monthly maintenance collection. Our goal is to
have at least One Million in the fund before using it.
To donate, contact the Community Foundation.
CEMETERY NEWS
The cemetery committee needs volunteers to help
Jim Boersma in locating and marking graves at the
new St. Mary’s Cemetery. Please call the Basilica
office at 740-373-3643 or Jim at 740-373-1797.
Cemetery Collection: Envelopes were provided
with your packet and may be put in the collection or
mailed to the parish office
CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT.
This collection will be taken up next weekend.
Please be generous. Envelopes were in your packet.

ST MARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL NEWS
Fall Festival Auction Items are up and running on
the auction website. Bids are accepted until
6:00 PM Sunday, November 15th. The link to
register is:
https://www.auctria.com/auction/stmarysfallauction
We also have a phone number for auction sign up:
1-740-251-0995. Text “Hello” to the phone number
and instructions will be sent to you to sign up for
the auction site.
Raffle tickets and tuition raffle were drawn on
Friday, November 13th and results will be shared in
next week’s Basilica bulletin.
THANK YOU to all Veterans for your service. We
truly missed honoring you this year with an inperson school assembly, but we honor, salute, and
say “Thank you” from St. Mary Catholic School.
PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY
We pray for all of the young men and women who
are serving our country in the military. We
especially remember those from our own parish and
friends and relatives of our parishioners. May God
watch over them and keep them safe.
HEALTH MINISTRY NOTES
Rada Cutlery Christmas orders will be taken until
December 1st. Catalogs will be in the parish library
located in the social hall. Orders can be placed by
calling Linda Caldwell at 740-373-1418.
There will NOT be an Outerwear Give-Away this
year because of the virus. Hopefully the Blanket
Give-Away will be on January 13th, 2021. More
information will be given in December. Have a
blessed Thanksgiving!

THE THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
NOVEMBER 15, 2 0 20
Notes on the Gospel
Jesus said to his followers: "The Kingdom of God is like
this story. "For, (the Kingdom of heaven is) like a man, traveling abroad,
who called his own servants and handed over to them his holdings. And to one, indeed, he handed
over five talents. But, to another he handed over two (talents). But, to one he handed over one (talent).
(The man gave) to each one according to his ability. And he went abroad. Immediately, the one,
having taken the five talents, invested the money and earned another five. In the same way, the one
with two (talent) earned another two. The one, however, having taken one (talent), went out, dug a
hole in the ground and hid his master’s silver.
After much time, the master of those servants came and raised the subject with them. And
approaching (the master), the one having taken five talents presented the other five, saying, "Look, I
earned another five talents." His master said to him, "Well done, good and trustworthy servant, I will
place you over many things. Enter into the joy of your master." Approaching (the master), also, the
one with two talents said, "Master, you handed me two talents. “Look, I earned another two talents."
His master said to him, "Well done, good and trustworthy servant! Over a few things you were
trustworthy. I will place you over many things. Enter into the joy of your master." Having come
forward, however, the one who received one talent, said, "Master, I knew you are a hard man,
harvesting where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter. Being afraid, I, went out
and hid your talent in the ground. Now, you have your talent back." His master said to him, "Evil
servant and lazy (one)! You knew that I harvest what I do not sow, and gather where I do not sacctter.
It was necessary, then, that you give my silver where it will earn interest. Remove, then, from him the
talent and give it to the one having ten talents. For, to everyone possessing, more will be given and it
will overflow. Now, throw this worthless servant into the outmost darkness."
Jesus ministered to the outlaw and the outcast. These people helped to form the original Christian
communities. The outlaw and the outcast identified with principles in the parable as their own.
Matthew's audience lived on the fringes of society. Excommunicated by Pharisaical Judaism, the
Jewish-Christians of Matthew's community felt persecuted by their Jewish brethren and ignored by
the non-Jews. Matthew's audience understand the parable. Since the master gave his servants wealth,
he meant those riches invested, even risked, for increased returns. The uncountable riches were the
Word and the servants of the master were evangelizing Christians. Since God's Word was dynamic,
the results of its use were equally dynamic. Those who preached the Word enjoyed its fruits and the
promise of the Master's favor.
The moral of the parable revealed God's ways. "...the person who has a lot will get more until its
more than enough. But the person who doesn't have much will have the little he owns taken from
him." God expected much from his creatures, far more than occasional lip-service. To those who
responded with loving service, He would give more, including the very life of his Son. But to those
who gave little love, even that small amount would dry up and wither away. Through the eyes of the
world, God ruled without mercy. But, through the eyes of His faithful, He ruled with justice and love.

PILGRIMAGES TO THE BASILICA
The Basilica of Saint Mary of the Assumption welcomes all
visitors encouraging them to come, pray, and enjoy our beautiful
church. If you are a member of a group who would like to tour our
Basilica or make a spiritual pilgrimage, please let us know how we
can be of assistance.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Special Events & Scheduled Pilgrimages at the Basilica:

Jan. - 6 - Bishop’s Annual Dinner for the priests (5:00 pm. (Rectory)
Feb. - 28 - Diocesan Rite of Election
Mar. - 20, - DCCW Lenten Day of Spirituality for Women
May - 19, - PCHS Baccalaureate Mass (Basilica)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

REVERENTIAL QUIET IN THE BASILICA

It is an ancient tradition in the Church to have a reverential quiet tone in a Catholic Church –
especially in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. More and more, this tradition is being ignored in
the Basilica. Sometimes, people are trying to pray before or after Mass – we need to respect them.
Please observe a quiet tone when you are present in the Basilica.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Perpetual Help Devotions This Monday

Perpetual Help Devotions will be offered this Monday evening at 6:15 pm.
Perpetual Help devotions are the official devotion celebrated in this Basilica. We
thank all parishioners who regularly attend the devotion.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT AT THE BASILICA

Jesus Christ Himself invites us to a personal visit with Him in our basilica. When we

place ourselves in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament we place ourselves before
the gaze of Christ who loves us and wants us to experience that love.
Adoration of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament is making Jesus the very center of our
lives and the very center of our Parish. Jesus stays with us in the Blessed Sacrament to refresh us in
mind, in heart and in spirit. Take advantage of Eucharistic Adoration which takes place at our Basilica.
Come and visit the Lord in Adoration this Wednesday and/or Friday.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH
WHO ARE ILL!

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK
Monday,
November 16,
Saint Margaret of Scotland
Margaret was from Hungry. She was the mother of eight children. In Scotland, she helped root out
paganism, and she had a deep love of the poor. She died in 1093.
Tuesday,
November 17,
Saint Elizabeth of Hungry (Religious)
Elizabeth died in 1231. She died at the age of 24. She was the mother of 3 children. She was the wife
of King Louis IV. She was dedicated to the needs of the poor and the sick.
Wednesday,
November 18,
Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints Peter and Paul.
About 330, Constantine built a basilica over the tomb of Saint Peter. Reconstruction began in the 14th
century, and the present basilica was consecrated on Nov. 18 in 1626 by Pope Urban VIII. The
construction of Saint Paul’s was begun in 386 by Valerian II. Destroyed by fire in 1823, the basilica was
consecrated on December 10, 1854 by Pope Pius IX who joined the dedication of these two basilicas into
one solemn celebration.
Saturday,
November 21,
The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Today’s memorial originated in the second century in the Protoevangelium of Saint James and in the
dedication on November 21, 543 of the Basilica of Saint Mary the New in Jerusalem.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

DECEASED PRIESTS OF THE DIOCESE
On Monday, we remember the 46th anniversary of the death of Fr. Mitchell Wil
amoski, and the 7th anniversary of the death of Msgr. James Nugent. These two priests served the
Diocese to the best of their ability, may they rest in peace.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Bethlehem Christian Families;
Because of a schedule problem, Roni Salsa representing the Bethlehem Christian Families; a
nonprofit organization through Land of Peace will be with us on Thanksgiving weekend,
speaking about the Christian situation in the Holy Land and selling Crucifixes, religious art work, and
rosaries- all made of olive wood which is native to Israel and Bethlehem. Since tourism has greatly
depleted, Christian families in the holy land, who depend on tourists, have been greatly affected.
The goal of this mission is to help many organizations and Churches in the Middle East. Sale of these
goods will help them very much and also give you the opportunity to have “something” authentic
from the holy land. Please browse and buy some articles. It is for a good cause and also a help to your
personal devotion. For more information please see: website: www.landofpeace.org &
www.bcfmission.com)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

“There is no human situation that cannot become prayer, that would not be
immediately present to God. We must only open the door and grasp the hand
that is always offered to us”
— Joseph Ratzinger (Benedict XVI)

EVENTS & MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Monday, November 16,
7:45 am. - Mass
12:05 am. - Mass
6:15 pm. - Perpetual Help Devotions
7:00 pm. - RCIA
Tuesday, November 17,
7:45 am. - Mass
12:05 pm. - Mass
Wednesday, November 18,
7:45 am. - Mass
8:20 am. - Adoration
12:05 pm. - Mass
7:00 pm. - Reposition of the Eucharist

Friday, November 23,
7:45 am. - Mass
8:20 am. - Adoration
9:15 am. - Confessions (School)
12:05 pm. - Mass
7:00 pm. – Reposition of the Eucharist
Saturday, November 21,
9:00 am. - Mass
3:30 pm. - Confessions
5:30 pm. - Mass
6:30. pm. – Baptism
Sunday November 22,
8:00 am - Mass
9:30 am. - Mass - (St. Henry’s)
10:00 am. - Mass 12:00 pm. – Mass

Thursday, November 19,
7:45 pm. – Mass
12:05 pm. - Mass
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Eastern Orthodox priest shot in France emerges from coma

Fr. Nikolas Kakavelakis, a Greek Orthodox priest who was seriously wounded in a shooting last
Saturday, has emerged from coma, according to French media. “He came out of a coma … and has
started speaking again today. He manages to move a little but he has a lot of pain, ” Georges
Vassilakis, the regional manager of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of France, said.
The priest was attacked with a sawn-off shotgun the afternoon of Oct. 31 as he was closing the
Church of the Annunciation in Lyon. While out of a medically induced coma, Kakavelakis may still
need surgery, local Orthodox leaders have said. He still has severe injuries from being shot in the
chest and abdomen. The 52-year-old priest has been at the Lyon parish since 2012. Police are
treating the incident as attempted murder, with the gunman still at large. Authorities do not know
who shot the priest and why.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

“Because our joy in Heaven has God for its
Source, it will be everlasting in duration and
insatiable in capacity. It will always be fresh
because there will always be something new to be
joyful about.
— Mother Angelica

T H E BASIL ICA OF

SAINT MARY

OF THE ASSUMPTION
506 FOURTH STREET
MARIETTA, OHIO 45750

Dear Parishioners,

November 15, 2020

This world will come to an end! Everything that we are familiar with in this world and which
give us feelings of security, stability and permanence will all come to an end. The entire universe,
all the discovering and exploring will be gone. Where will we be? Where will we live?
Our readings today deal with endings; with accounts; with judgments; with last things. One of the
last things that we will face on this earth - something that we will face alone is death and judgment.
It's a topic that the Church asks us to think about as the Church year comes to a close.
We in America are living in an age pandemic; yet we act as though there will always be a
tomorrow. We soft-pedal death by using terms like passed-away rather than died. We don't like
words such as "buried" so we say "laid to rest".
In the Gospel today, we are told that one day we will have to give an account of our lives, our
talents - to the Lord in judgment. The Lord Jesus has invested in all of us. He placed his life on the
line for us as he hung suspended on the cross. He has the right to demand the proper use of the
talents - talents and spiritual and material gifts that he has given us to use for the sake of his
kingdom.
What do we do with our lives? How do we spend our talents? Do we use our talents for
ourselves - to benefit number one, or do we appreciate what God has given to us and use those gifts
in the service of others in the kingdom of God? Do we hide our talents and abilities? Do we say "I
owe nothing to no one - I worked for everything I have." or "I am no good, God has given me nothing, I
have nothing to contribute to the benefit of others in my life or in the life of the parish." What have
we done with our lives? Where are we going right now? What if tonight was the night? What if we
had to face the Lord tonight? Paul tells us that the Lord comes to us like a thief in the night? Are we
prepared to meet the Lord?
Our Lord Jesus Christ wants us to look at our lives right now and see what we are doing. Are
we taking our most precious gifts - our life, our talents, our faith, and putting them in safe keeping
someplace? Or are we hiding them under a bushel basket? We feel a need for security so we can be
in control. How about letting God be in control? Life is not a thing to be pinned down, but a plan
to be lived out - a process, a path along which we are able to unfold.
As we come to the end of another Church year, we think of judgment. Jesus does not want
us to be indifferent about our future - our death and resurrection! If we are living in union with
Jesus, there is nothing to fear.
Sincerely,

Catholic nuns in China forced out of convent amid government harassment
Due to pressure from the Chinese government, eight
Catholic nuns have reportedly been forced to leave their
convent in the northern province of Shanxi. Their current
whereabouts have not been reported.
“Officials declared us ‘dangerous persons’ and repeatedly
harassed us,” said one of the nuns. “hey asked us to write
down what we had done since kindergartens and demanded
to disclose everything we did over the past few months. They
even wanted us to remember the license plates of the vehicles we used during our trips.”
The nuns have been under constant surveillance by the Chinese Communist Party because they
used to live abroad and have refused to join the Chinese Patriotic Catholic Association, the
communist-run state church, according to Bitter Winter. The government installed four surveillance
cameras in the convent to monitor the nuns and their visitors. “Three persons, a police officer and
two local officials, were assigned to keep watch over us,” the nun said. They often went inside the
convent to inquire about our activities, sometimes at night. The nuns were also forced to remove
religious symbols, such as crosses and statues of saints from inside the convent, or face the
demolition of their convent.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND TO SUFFERING??
We've been suffering through this pandemic. We're suffering through these terrible divisions in our
country and the remnants of evils, such as racism [and] social unrest. It's important for a Christian to
understand the meaning of suffering.”
Suffering is a mystery, but our faith helps us understand that suffering does have purpose. God did
not create evil or suffering. Rather, evil entered the world through the disobedience of Adam and Eve
and brought with it suffering and damage to creation. This fallen world has resulted in alienation of the
human person from nature even, and certainly that alienation between persons. So things like these
natural disasters and diseases and those sorts of things that aren't the result of human action are part of a
fallen world. It wasn't just human beings that were affected by that sin, but this perfect harmony and
beauty and goodness that God put in his original creation, all of that has been wounded by that great sin
of disobedience. But Christ’s sacrifice on the cross has reclaimed suffering and given it value.
In Christ, suffering is given a new meaning and hope, and it is no longer void of purpose, because we
can unite our suffering to that of Christ. This suffering has been redeemed by Christ. Christ has given
meaning to human suffering. It's no longer just an evil that has no purpose. Now in Christ, it takes on a
whole redemptive meaning because we now participate in the redemptive act of Christ. Now, we are also
able to join in his resurrection. Christ’s sufferings were not merely physical, but He embraced spiritual
suffering as well, as He shouldered the “total reality of sin, taking it to the cross. This means that the
weaknesses of all human sufferings is capable of being infused with the same power of God manifested
in Christ's cross.

Pope Francis Offers Mass for Souls of 169 Deceased Bishops, Cardinals
Pope Francis encouraged Catholics to pray for the dead and remember Christ’s promise of the
resurrection at a Mass offered last Thursday for the souls of cardinals and bishops who died in the
past year. “Prayers for the faithful departed, offered in confident trust that they now live with God,
also greatly benefit ourselves on this, our earthly pilgrimage. They instill in us a true vision of life;
they reveal to us the meaning of the trials we must endure to enter the kingdom of God; they open
our hearts to true freedom and inspire us unceasingly to seek eternal riches,” Pope Francis said. “ Everything that happens is then assessed in the light of another dimension, the dimension of eternity,” the
pope said in his homily for the Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica.
The Mass was offered for the repose of the souls of six cardinals and 163 bishops who died between
Oct. 2019 and Oct. 2020. “As we pray for the cardinals and bishops deceased in the course of this last
year, we ask the Lord to help us consider aright the parable of their lives. We ask Him to dispel that
unholy grief which we occasionally feel, thinking that death is the end of everything. A feeling far
from faith, yet part of that human fear of death felt by everyone,” Pope Francis said. “Before the riddle
of death, believers too must be constantly converted. We are called daily to leave behind our instinctive
image of death as the total destruction of a person. We are called to leave behind, and to entrust ourselves entirely to the Lord who tells us: ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’”
At Thursday’s Mass, the pope said that Christ’s resurrection was not a “distant mirage,” but an
event already present and now at work mysteriously in our lives. “And so we remember with gratitude
the witness of the deceased cardinals and bishops, given in fidelity to God’s will. We pray for them
and we strive to follow their example. May the Lord continue to pour forth upon us his Spirit of
wisdom, especially during these times of trial, especially when the journey becomes more difficult,”
Pope Francis said. “He does not abandon us, but remains in our midst, ever faithful to his promise:
‘Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
THE E-Mail
Mr. Johnson, a business man from Wisconsin, went on a business trip to Louisiana.
He immediately sent an E-mail back to his wife Jean. Unfortunately, he mistyped a
letter, and the E-mail wound up going to a Mrs. Joan Johnson, the wife of a preacher
who just died.
The preacher’s widow took a look at the E-mail and promptly fainted. When she revived, she
nervously pointed to the message which read, “Arrived safely, but it sure is hot down here!”
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Beatification cause of reputed stigmatist tortured by Stalin’s secret police opens

The beatification cause of a Polish religious sister who was tortured by Joseph Stalin’s secret police
and reputedly bore the stigmata opened Monday. Boniszewska, who died in 2003 at the age of 96, was a
member of the Congregation of the Sisters of Angels, a habitless Polish religious community founded in
1889. She offered her sufferings for the expiation of sins.

Christmas 2020: Inauguration of Tree and Nativity Scene in Saint Peter’s Square

The traditional inauguration of the Nativity Scene and the lighted Christmas tree will be held,
despite the COVID-19 limitations, in Saint Peter’s Square on Friday, December 11, at 4:30 pm.
According to a Vatican note, the ceremony will be presided over by Cardinal Giuseppe Bertello,
President of the Governorate of Vatican City State, and Bishop Fernando Alzaga, Secretary-General
of the same.
The Nativity Scene, which will be set up in Saint Peter’s Square, comes from Castelli, in the Italian
province of Teramo, a very important ceramics center since the 16th century. The red fir tree is 289
meters tall and 70 centimeters in diameter; it comes from the Municipality of Kocevje in Southeastern Slovenia.
The Crib is characterized by being made up of ceramic statues that are larger than those of natural
size. The Christmas Tree – a red fir comes from Kocevje, South-eastern Slovenia. This region is one
of the Slovenian territories where nature is most intact, taking into account that the forests cover 90%
of its territory. The Tree and the Nativity Scene will be displayed in the Square until the end of
Christmas-tide, which coincides with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, Sunday, January 10, 2021.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Pope Francis to meet with families of the victims of the Nice basilica attack

Pope Francis will meet with families of the victims of the Nice basilica attack, the city’s mayor said
Saturday at the national memorial service for the victims. On the day of the attack, French police shot
and arrested the perpetrator, who was identified as the 21-year-old Brahim Aouissaoui, based on an
Italian Red Cross document he was carrying. He had an additional two knives and a Quran in his
backpack. With the current restrictions in France and Italy, it is unclear when the families of the Nice
attack victims will travel to Rome to meet the pope.

COVID is on the rise in Washington County!
COVID-19 is a respiratory illness that spreads
mainly from person to person. When a person with
COVID-19 coughs or sneezes, droplets of the virus
go into the air and can land in the mouths or noses
of other nearby people. It may also be possible for
a person to get COVID-19 by touching a surface or
object that has the virus on it and then touching
their own mouth, nose, or eyes.
Cases are rising in Washington County.
Throughout the State, intensive care units are
almost filled to capacity. COVID-19 is a new strain
of coronavirus, which means that we don’t have any
immunity against it.
The Health Department, doctors in our Basilica
parish, the governor, and the bishops of Ohio ask
that we take this virus seriously. Please, please,
please wear a face mask at all Masses, and while
in church as well – for the protection of yourself
and others. Do not remove your mask after
entering your pew. Masks are available at the
entrance of the Basilica for those who do not have
one.
GIVING TREE
Cards are on the “Giving Trees” this weekend!
Choose an individual card (red ribbon) or a family
card (green ribbon). Family members are grouped
together so that gifts for members of the same
family can be fairly equal. Then, simply choose an
item from the list and share the Christmas spirit
with a neighbor in need. It’s a fun way to brighten
everyone’s holiday. Please consider getting
together with some friends or relatives to “adopt” a
family. You can also choose a gift to donate online,
on the Basilica’s Facebook page. Find the Giving
Tree list on the Events tab of the page. If you
would prefer to donate money and have someone
else do the shopping, cash donations and checks,
made out to the Basilica, can be placed in an
envelope labeled “Giving Tree”, and can be left in
the offertory baskets at the church or mailed to the
rectory. All gifts must be returned with the card
(s) by November 22nd. Place gifts back under the
Giving Trees in the sanctuary or drop them off at
the rectory during open hours. Contact Diane
Gottfried at 376-0672 with questions. Thank you
for sharing your blessings with others.

Regarding Cardinal Theodore McCarrick
I am deeply saddened by the actions and scandal
caused by the former Cardinal Theodore
McCarrick. The Catholic Church never condones
sin of any kind. Sin is saying “NO” to God and
turning in toward oneself.
As we look at what happened in the life and actions
of Theodore McCarrick, we condemn all of his
sinful actions, and ask God to forgive him and
strengthen all who were abused or scandalized by
him.
Pope Francis has removed him from all priestly
functions and titles, and has reduced him to the lay
state. What he has done has caused great harm to
the victims, to him, and to the Catholic Church.
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we ask for
forgiveness and healing.
Father Mike
THIS WEEKEND’S FLOWERS
This weekend the roses and the flowers for the altar
are in memory of Edgar Walters. If you wish to
request flowers for a particular weekend, in memory
or in honor of someone, please call the parish office
to reserve the date.
2020 BASILICA CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS
A beautiful quality crafted flat glass ornament in
pearl silver, features the Basilica grotto of our
Blessed Mother. 3 1/2-inch diameter, front photo
with a prayer on the back.
--------------------------------------------------------------ORDER FORM
Name ___________________Phone ___________
Number of Ornaments @ $15.00 (includes tax) __
An ornament is displayed at the entrances of the
Basilica. Please put your money in an envelope
marked ornament, and place it in the collection
basket. Checks should be made payable to the
Divine Mercy Gift Shop. Credit and debit cards are
accepted by calling Sue Lambert at 740-434-3456.
If you pre-ordered Advent Candles and
Christmas cards, you can pick them up in the
Social Hal after Mass.

