THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

July 19, 2020
Notes on the Gospel
In the parable of the wheat and weeds, Jesus
recognized good's co-existence with evil. He also held out
the hope that the Kingdom would right all wrongs.
Jesus gave them another parable: "The Kingdom of heaven is like this story. A farmer
planted high quality wheat seed in his field. But, as everyone slept, an enemy of the farmer
quietly approached, planted weeds in the wheat field, and escaped. When the wheat plants
sprouted and showed new grain, so did the weeds. The workers in charge of the field said to
the farmer, "Sir, you planted quality seed in the field, didn't you? Where did the weeds
come from?" “An enemy did this," the farmer replied. "Do you want us to pull the weeds?"
the workers asked. "No," said the farmer, "when you pull the weeds, you might pull the
wheat out at the same time. Let them grow together until harvest time. Then I will tell the
harvest workers, 'First, pull the weeds. Then, tie them into bundles so they can be burned.
But, put all the wheat together in my barn.'"
These verses from Matthew form the focal point. But they were followed by an
explanation. Since wheat was the bread of the rich, the story assumed the owner of the field
was rich. Darnel is a poisonous plant that looks like wheat as it spouts. The enemy clearly
wanted to spoil the owner's harvest. The "head of the house" was the same as the man who
sowed the seeds. The head of the house was most likely the patriarch of a family who
owned the land it farmed.
Jesus told a story that shocked his audience. On the surface, the farmer in the story had
poor logic. In a culture where farm land passed from generation to generation (along with
family allies and family enemies), farmers diligently protected their lands for two reasons.
The wanted to maximize harvest yields and insure a reputation as good farmers. The lax
attitude of the farmer in the face of an enemy's attack certainly raised questions in the minds
of Jesus' listeners. But the farmer wisely chose to allow the wheat to fully mature. Anyone
who actively pulled the weeds might trample or uproot the wheat . In the end, the farmer
had maximized his harvest. And, he gained a bonus. The bundled weeds would provide
fuel for fire.
"The farmer who sowed the high quality wheat seed is the Son of Man. And the quality
seed is everyone who follows God into his Kingdom," Jesus said. "The field is the world.
But the weeds are the evil people who reject God. And the enemy who put the evil people
among the good is the devil. Now, the harvest is the end of time and the reapers are God's
messengers. The end of time will be just like the harvest and burning of the weeds. The
Son of Man will send out his messengers. They will gather together everyone who sins and
causes others to sin. They will throw those people into hell. Then, the good people will
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Jesus recognized good and evil lived
together. But why does evil exist in the world? The root of the answer lies in our free will.

PILGRIMAGES TO THE BASILICA

The Basilica of Saint Mary of the Assumption welcomes all
visitors encouraging them to come, pray, and enjoy our beautiful
church. If you are a member of a group who would like to tour our
Basilica or make a spiritual pilgrimage, please let us know how we
can be of assistance.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Special Events & Scheduled Pilgrimages at the Basilica:

July - 26, - Bishop offers the 10:00 am. Mass
June - 15, - LEAC School meeting - 6:00 pm.
Aug. - 12, - RCIA Inquiry meeting 7:00 pm.
Sept. - 9, - CWC Mass (Bishop & Keynote speaker – 10:00 am Mass (Basilica)
Oct. - 23, - Closing of the Eucharistic Congress & the 75th Anniversary of the Diocese (Bishop)
Nov. - 8, - Diocesan Women Religious Celebration
Nov. - 22, - Marriage Anniversary Mass (Noon - Bishop
Mar. - 20, - DCCW Lenten Day of Spirituality for Women
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

REVERENTIAL QUIET IN THE BASILICA
It is an ancient tradition in the Church to have a reverential quiet tone in a Catholic Church –
especially in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. More and more, this tradition is being ignored in
the Basilica. Sometimes, people are trying to pray before or after Mass – we need to respect them.
Please observe a quiet tone when you are present in the Basilica.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

DECEASED PRIESTS OF DIOCESE

On Monday, we remember the 27th anniversary of the death of Msgr.
John Yonk. On Tuesday, we remember the 41st anniversary of the death of Fr.
Leo Wiggins. May God grant peace and eternal rest to them and all deceased
priests who have served the people of our Diocese of Steubenville.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Perpetual Help Devotions on Monday
On Monday evening at 6:15 pm., Perpetual Help Devotions will be celebrated. All
parishioners are encouraged to attend this devotion. Perpetual Help devotions are the
official devotion celebrated in this Basilica. We thank all parishioners who regularly
attend the devotion.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

THE DIVIINE PHYSICIAN
It is clear that we must make the effort to approach the Lord for Him to act upon us and cure us.
The Divine Physician gives us the Rx found in the Holy Mysteries (Sacraments) as medicine to cure
our dreaded disease (Original sin). Let us never be afraid to take the path to Him; He awaits us. Have
a blessed week!

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT AT THE BASILICA
Jesus Christ Himself invites us to a personal visit with Him in our basilica. When we

place ourselves in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament we place ourselves before
the gaze of Christ who loves us and wants us to experience that love. In the silence of
the Eucharist we enter the silence of the Father from whom the Word eternally springs.
Adoration of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament is making Jesus the very center of our lives
and the very center of our Parish. Jesus stays with us in the Blessed Sacrament to refresh us in
mind, in heart and in spirit.
Take advantage of Eucharistic Adoration which takes place at our Basilica. You will never regret
the time you spent. This is what Adoration means. Come and visit the Lord in Adoration this
Wednesday and/or Friday.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK
Monday,
July 20,
Saint Apollinaris (Bishop & Martyr)
Appollinaris was ordained Bishop by St. Peter himself. He was sent to Ravenna and was
renowned for his power to heal in the name of Jesus. He was frequently exiled, tortured, and
imprisoned for his faith, and finally martyred.
Tuesday,
July 21,
Saint Lawrence of Brindisi (Priest & Doctor)
Lawrence was a Capuchin, linguist, military chaplain, diplomat, and minister general, and
forceful preacher. Fifteen volumes of his writings are extant.
Wednesday,
July 22,
Saint Mary Magdalene
Mary Magdalene was healed of possession, a disciple of Jesus and present at His crucifixion. She
was the first to witness the Risen Lord.
Thursday,
July 23,
_______Saint Bridget (Religious)
Bridget was born in Sweden. She was the mother of 8 children. She was a mystic prophet and
foundress of the Order of the Holy Savior. She sought the end of the Avignon papacy, and the
return of the pope to Rome.
Friday,__________________July 24,___________________Saint Sharbel Makhluf (Priest)
Sharbel was born in 1828 and became a monk in the Maronite Rite. He had a deep devotion to
the Blessed Virgin Mary, and spent the last 23 years of his life as a hermit. He performed miracles
during his life.
Saturday,
July 25,
Saint James, (Apostle)
James was the brother of John. He is called “the Greater” because he followed Christ before the
other apostle with the same name. he was the first of the Twelve to be martyred
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Looking back, events in the Twentieth Century remind us that evil takes root even in the
greatest good. National powers have fought two World Wars and several regional conflicts
to protect the innocent. Yet, the death and destruction those struggles have produced
staggers the imagination. Fighting evil seems, in a perverse way, to promote evil.
In the parable of the wheat and weeds today, Jesus recognized good's co-existence with
evil. He also held out the hope that the Kingdom would right all wrongs. Christianity can
answer the question: why does evil exist in the world? The root of the answer lies in our
free will. As God is free, so he chose to create us with freedom. Our freedom lies in a
choice: to walk closer to the Lord, or to walk away from the Lord. The world functions as an
arena for our choice.
To walk closer to the Lord involves the choice of love. We realize God loves us and we
love him in return. In the choice of love, we extend our love to others. The world becomes
the means to exercise love.
However, freely chosen love involves the risk of rejection. We can choose the self over all
others. The world, then can become a means to reject others. We have seen this rejection
many times over the past century in the suffering of the innocent.
God does not infringe on our free will. Indeed, to allow us the opportunity to repent,
God gives us the chance and the choice to harden our hearts. But, God even uses our
rejection as the opportunity for greater good, as he did with the death and resurrection of
Jesus.
If we ask "why is there evil and suffering in the world?" we must also ask "why is there
good in the world?" While we may not be able to answer the question of evil on a physical
level, certainly we can answer it on a moral level. The moral and the immoral live in the
same world, because God created the world as the means to exercise moral freedom. Evil
may induce despair, but good inspires hope. Only hope based upon the choice of love can
ultimately answer the scandal of evil in the world.
God gives us a choice. Are we the wheat or the weed? What sort of fruit do we produce?

Sincerely in the Risen Lord,

Rev. Msgr. John M. Campbell
(Rector)

EVENTS & MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Monday, July 20,
7:45 am. - Mass
12:05 pm. - Mass
6:15 pm. - Perpetual Help Devotions
Tuesday, July 21,
7:45 am. - Mass
12:05 pm. - Mass
Wednesday, July 22,
7:45 am. - Mass
12:05 pm. - Mass

Friday, July 24,
7:45 am. - Mass
12:05 pm. - Mass
Saturday, July 25,
9:00 am. - Mass
3:30 pm. - Confessions
5:30 pm. – Mass
Sunday July 26,
8:00 am - Mass
9:30 am. - Mass - (St. Henry’s)
10:00 am. - Mass – (Bishop)
12:00 pm. - Mass

Thursday, July 23,
7:45 am. - Mass
12:05 pm. - Mass
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

WORK IN THE DOME

Obviously, the work in the dome has stopped for two weeks. The statues from St. Patrick Basilica
in New York will not fit properly. They will be placed in other areas of the Basilica. Beautiful
paintings will be placed in the dome instead, as was originally planned in the renovation.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Texas man with disability dies after doctors refuse to treat him for COVID-19

Michael Hickson, 46, has died in Texas after doctors refused to treat him for COVID-19 because of
his disability. According to Texas Right to Life, Hickson became a quadriplegic in May 2017 after
going into sudden cardiac arrest while driving his wife Melissa to work. He received CPR but suffered
an anoxic brain injury from the loss of oxygen to his brain. Since that time, he has been conscious and
alert, responding to jokes, laughing, shaking his head, singing, and puckering his lips when his wife
asked for a kiss over FaceTime. His wife and five children have been by his side as he worked to
recover. Then in 2020, he contracted COVID-19 from a staff member in his nursing home and
developed pneumonia. He was hospitalized at St. David’s South Austin Medical Center, but doctors
there refused to treat him, allowing him to die.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

POPE FRANCIS DISMISSED CHRISTOPHER FOXFOVEN FROM THE PRIESTHOOD

On March 26, Pope Francis decreed that Henry Christopher Foxhoven be dismissed from the clerical
state. The Holy Father’s decision was communicated to Diocese of Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M.
Monforton on June 3 and to Foxhoven on June 19. Foxhoven pled guilty to three counts of sexual
battery in front of Athens County Judge Patrick Lang, Nov. 27, 2018 and is serving a twelve year prison
sentence

SAINT MARY SCHOOL HAS A NEW PRINCIPAL
After a number of years as an art teacher, and three years as principal, Mrs. Molly Fry has stepped
down to pursue another area of great interest to her. After the position was opened, Deacon Paul Ward
(Superintendent of Diocesan Schools) posted the position for those who might be interested in
fulfilling the role of Principal. Two people were interested in the position, and sent resumes to the
Diocese. An Interview Committee was established by the Diocese and the Committee interviewed the
two people who submitted their resumes, and chose one of them as the candidate. Both interviews
showed very talented prospects. The Superintendent met with Bishop Monforton, and Mrs. Elizabeth
Tokodi was chosen as the new principal. Elizabeth has been very involved with Saint Mary school for
a number of years. She is well known and respected by the teachers and staff. We thank her for her
willingness to leave Washington State to take the helm at Saint Mary’s. We also thank Mrs. Molly Fry
for all the time and effort she has put into ST. Mary’s school
______________________________________________________________________________________________
RCIA INQUIRY MEETING
If you know some who would like to know
more about the Catholic Church, there will be an
inquiry meeting in Wednesday, August 12, at 7:00 pm. in the church hall. Invite
someone to the meeting and come along with them!
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mission founded by St. Junípero Serra burns in overnight fire
A massive fire devastated an 18th century mission church in San Gabriel, in the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles, July 11. Archbishop Jose Gomez of Los Angeles called the fire at San Gabriel Mission church,
founded by St. Junipero Serra, “devastating.”
The fire began early Saturday morning around 4 a.m. and destroyed the roof and interior of the 249year-old structure. Local firefighters said they responded to an initial alarm at 4:24. By the time they
arrived, smoke and flames were visible from outside the church – which is a California Historical
Landmark. Battling the four-alarm fire eventually involved 50 firefighters, according to the Los
Angeles Times. Local fire department spokesman captain Antonio Negrete called the damage
“heartbreaking.”
“The roof of the mission is completely gone and the interior up to the altar is completely destroyed,”
Negrete said, noting that it was not yet possible to establish the cause of the fire because of concerns
over the building’s structural integrity. “We’re going to have building engineers come in and see if we
can shore up some walls to make it as safe as possible for the investigators to go in and start
investigating this fire,” he said, according to the Times.
Adrian Marquez Alarcon, spokeswoman for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, said that because of
renovations underway at the church ahead of its 250 th anniversary, historic paintings and artifacts had
been removed and were not in the building at the time of the fire. Los Angeles Archbishop Jose
Gomez visited the church Saturday morning, saying: “Thank God no one is hurt, I’m here to pray with
the people . The roof is destroyed and there is much damage in the old church. St. Junípero, pray for
this city, this state, and this country that you helped to found.” The San Gabriel mission was the
fourth mission founded by St. Junípero Serra.

Hagia Sophia declared a mosque
Turkish president Recep Tayyip Erdoğan has signed a
decree converting Hagia Sophia, the former cathedral of Holy
Wisdom in Istanbul, into a mosque.
The court’s decision drew heavy criticism from the
international community, as has the Turkish president’s stated
aim of ending the building’s neutral usage.
Hagia Sophia was founded in 537 under the Emperor Justinian. For a time, it was the largest
building in the world and the largest Christian church. It served as the cathedral of the Patriarch of
Constantinople before and after the Great Schism split Western and Eastern Christianity into the
Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches.
Pope Francis expressed his sadness about the decision to convert the former Byzantine cathedral
back into a mosque. He said: “The thought of the sea takes me far away... I think of Istanbul, I think of
Hagia Sophia, I'm very saddened.”

After the Ottoman capture of Constantinople in 1453, the cathedral was converted into a
mosque. Under the Ottomans, architects added minarets and buttresses to preserve the
building, but the mosaics showing Christian imagery were whitewashed and covered.
______________________________________________________________________________________

Notre Dame Cathedral spire to be rebuilt as replica of pre-fire design
President Emmanuel Macron of France has announced that the
Notre Dame Cathedral spire will be rebuilt as a replica of the one
destroyed in the fire at the cathedral last year. Macron’s government had previously initiated an architectural competition to
submit a variety of suggestions for the restoration. Macron has
also called for “an inventive reconstruction” of the cathedral with
a more contemporary design. The possibility of a new design for
the spire of the historic building had been controversial.
Since the adoption of the 1905 law on separation of church and state, which formalized laïcité (a
strict form of public secularism), religious buildings in France have been property of the state.
A major fire broke out in Notre Dame cathedral on the evening of April 15, 2019. The roof and the
spire were destroyed. Shortly after midnight April 16, firefighters announced that the cathedral's main
structure had been preserved from collapse. Originally built between the twelfth through fourteenth
centuries, the landmark cathedral in the French capital is one of the most recognizable churches in the
world, receiving more than 12 million visitors each year.
Its original spire was constructed in the 13th century, but was replaced in the 19th century due to
damage. The cathedral was undergoing some restorative work at the time the fire broke out, though it
is unknown if the fire originated in the area of the work.

THE RADIO PASTOR
A woman called a Christian radio and said’ Pastor, I was born blind, and I’ve
been blind all my life. I don’t mind so much being blind, but I have some wellmeaning friends who tell me that if I have more faith, I could be healed.”
The radio pastor asked her, “Tell me, do you carry one of those white canes?”
“Yes I do,” she said. “Then the next time someone tells you that, hit him or her on the head with your
cane and say, “If you had more faith, that wouldn’t hurt.”

_________________________________________________________________________

Florida man lights Catholic Church on fire with parishioners inside
A Florida man lit a Catholic Church aflame on Saturday, while people inside prepared for morning
Mass. The Marion County Sheriff’s Office reported July 11 that deputies were called at about 7:30 am
to Queen of Peace Catholic Church in Ocala, while parishioners inside prepared for morning Mass.
A man crashed a minivan through the front door of the church, and then lit a fire with people
inside, the sheriff’s department said. One local media outlet reported that man set the building ablaze
by throwing an incendiary device.
The sheriff’s office said the man led officers on a vehicle chase and was eventually apprehended.
Stephen Anthony Shields, 24, of Dunnellon, Florida has been charged with attempted murder, arson,
burglary, and evading arrest, after he was apprehended by police. Shields poured gasoline in the
church’s foyer and ignited it, after crashing his minivan through the parish's front door. Shields then
drove away in the minivan, leading officers on a short chase before he was stopped.
A spokesman from o the Orlando diocese said: “We praise God that no one was injured. We join in
prayer for Father O’Doherty, the parishioners of Queen of Peace Catholic Church, our first responders
and the gentleman who caused this damage. May we come to know the Peace of the Lord,” Masses
will resume as normal in the parish hall. The fire came at almost the same time that outside of Los
Angeles, a mission church founded by St. Junipero Serra caught fire and was structurally destroyed .

___________________________________________________________________________
Madrid fisherman stumbles upon 14th-century statue of Madonna and Child
A man fishing for trout on the Sar River in Spain has
discovered a medieval statue depicting the Blessed Mother
sitting upon a throne with the infant Jesus on her lap.
Realizing it was no river rock, he snapped a few pictures
and got in contact with a member of the local heritage
association, who suggested that it could be as much as 700
years old.
The carving has been damaged by time and water, but there has also been extensive damage to the
faces of Madonna and Child. An official suggested the damages may not have been from erosion.
“The face of the Virgin is gone, as is the head of the child,” the statement added. “This is probably due
to an old impact inflicted in an attempt to De- sanctify the piece.

