
THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME  

August 23, 2020 
 

Notes on the Gospel 

     In Matthew's gospel, Jesus asked a simple 
question to his gathered followers: "Who do you say I am?"  He wanted to know how they 
identified him.  And He wanted to know how they identified themselves. 

     "Some people say John the Baptist," they replied, "but others say Elijah, Jeremiah, or one 
of the prophets."  “But who do you say I am?" Jesus asked them. 

     "You are the Messiah, the Savior we've been waiting for.  You are the Son of the living 
God," Simon answered.  “You are Peter, the Rock. On this rock I will build my Church, the 
community of my followers.  And death itself will not overpower the community.  I will give 
you the keys to the Kingdom of heaven. From now on, God approves of everything you 
prohibit or permit in the community." 

     Speaking for the group, Peter wanted a Messianic community who would realize the 
Kingdom. "You are the Christ (Messiah), Son of the living God," Simon proclaimed.  In this 
short sentence, Simon defined the community and its leader.  Jesus was the Christ, the 
Messiah, the long awaited Savior of Israel.  Jesus was God's instrument to usher in the 
Kingdom.  But, Jesus was more than an instrument.  He was the "Son of the living God."  To 
know this God intimately was to truly live; to ignore this God was to truly be dead! This was 
the living God! 

     Jesus was this God's Son. He shared in that which made the Jewish God live (his Spirit). 
And he could share that life with his followers.  The Spirit lived in the Son.  And in the 
community. In this way, Simon knew Jesus was the Messiah.  And the followers of Jesus 
formed the Messianic community. 

     The Roman Catholic Church answered that the Church equated the person Peter with the 
rock.  His office and ministry as leader would be the basis of the Church.  The Church itself 
is meant in a universal sense with Peter and the apostles forming the structure of the 
institution. 

     As Simon had identified Jesus, Jesus now returned the compliment.  Simon was to be 
called Peter, the "Rock."  He was to be a leader in the community of God's eternal Kingdom 
(not even the "gates of hell" (i.e., death) could touch the community).  As long as he kept his 
eyes on the Lord, as long as he glimpsed the Kingdom, he could act with God's power and 
wisdom (the "bind and loosen on earth...bound and loosened in heaven" and the "keys" 
analogy).  As long as he proclaimed Jesus the Christ, Simon would be the "Rock," the 
foundation of the community.   



      PILGRIMAGES  TO  THE  BASILICA 
          The Basilica of Saint Mary of the Assumption welcomes all 
visitors encouraging them to come, pray, and enjoy our beautiful 
church.   If you are a member of a group who would like to tour our 
Basilica or make a spiritual pilgrimage, please let us know how we 
can be of assistance. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
                Special Events & Scheduled Pilgrimages at the Basilica:  
 
Sept. -    9,  -  CWC Mass (Bishop & Keynote speaker – 10:00 am Mass (Basilica) 
Sept  -  17,  -  Marietta College Students tour of the Basilica – 1:00 pm. 
Oct.   -  23,  -  Closing of the Eucharistic Congress & the 75th Anniversary of the Diocese (Bishop)                         
Nov.  -    8, -   Diocesan Women Religious Celebration – (live-stream) 
Nov.  -  22, -  Marriage Anniversary Mass (Noon - Bishop   (live-stream)   
Mar.  -  20, -   DCCW Lenten Day of Spirituality for Women  
May  -  19  -    PCHS Baccalaureate Mass (Basilica)   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________                  

REVERENTIAL QUIET IN THE BASILICA 
 
     It is an ancient tradition in the Church to have a reverential quiet tone in a Catholic Church – 
especially in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  More and more, this tradition is being ignored in 
the Basilica.  Sometimes, people are trying to pray before or after Mass – we need to respect them.  
Please observe a quiet tone when you are present in the Basilica.                                                                              
______________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                   

        DECEASED PRIESTS OF DIOCESE      
      
     On Thursday, we remember the 37th anniversary of the death of Fr. John 
Turel.  May God grant peace and eternal rest to him and all deceased priests 
who have served the people of our Diocese of Steubenville. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________                                                       
             Perpetual Help Devotions on Monday 
 
     On Monday evening at 6:15 pm., Perpetual Help Devotions will be celebrated.  All 
parishioners are encouraged to attend this devotion.  Perpetual Help devotions are the 
official devotion celebrated in this Basilica.  We thank all parishioners who regularly 
attend the devotion.                                                                                                                                       

___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE MEMBERS OF OUR PARISHES WHO ARE ILL. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAQQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papal_regalia_and_insignia&ei=hLxSVNHZDs6OyATX54G4Cg&bvm=bv.78597519,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHMw4eyYMwqmKMZcIKe8ynN5XhrCA&ust=1414794756288220


ADORATION  OF  THE  BLESSED  SACRAMENT  AT  THE   BASILICA                
      
     Jesus Christ Himself invites us to a personal visit with Him in our basilica.  When we 
place ourselves in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament we place ourselves before 

the gaze of Christ who loves us and wants us to experience that love.     
 

     Adoration of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament is making Jesus the very center of our 
lives and the very center of our Parish.  Jesus stays with us in the Blessed Sacrament to refresh us in 
mind, in heart and in spirit.   
   

     Take advantage of Eucharistic Adoration which takes place at our Basilica.  Come and visit the Lord 
in Adoration this Wednesday and/or Friday.                                     
__________________________________________________________________________________________   

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
Monday,  August 24,   Saint Bartholomew (Apostle) 
     Bartholomew is known as Nathaniel.  He preached the gospel in India and Armenia.  He was flayed 
alive. 
 
Tuesday,   August 25,   Saint Louis (King) 
     Louis IX is the king of Francis.  He was a model ruler and father of eleven children.  He cared for 
lepers.  He built a chapel in Paris as a relic for the crown of thorns.  He died of the plague while on the 
second crusade.  
           
Thursday,  August 27,   Saint Monica 
     Monica was the mother of St. Augustine.  She prayed for 30 years for the conversion of her pagan 
husband and dissolute son.  She died in 387 at Ostia. 
     
Friday,__________________    August 28,_________________Saint Augustine (Bishop & Doctor) 
     Augustine was born in Tagaste, north Africa.  He led a dissolute life, and was baptized at the age of 
33 by ST. Ambrose.  He was elected bishop of Hippo.  He is the founder of monastic life in the West  
his rule is observed by 100 religious communities today.  He is one of four great doctor of the Latin 
Church.  He is called “Doctor of Grace”. 
 
Saturday,  August 29,   The Passion of Saint John the Baptist.  
     This feast originates in the celebration of the dedication of the church of Saint John the Baptist at 
Sabaste where John was buried by his disciples.   
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Catholic Church teaching on Satanism 
     “All forms of divination are to be rejected: recourse to Satan or demons, conjuring up 
the dead or other practices falsely supposed to “unveil” the future. Consulting horoscopes, 
astrology, palm reading, interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, and 
recourse to mediums all conceal a desire for power over time, history, and, in the last analysis, 
other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate hidden powers. They contradict the honor, 
respect, and loving fear that we owe to God alone.” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, 2116)  

https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_P7E.HTM
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_P7E.HTM


               EVENTS & MASSES FOR THE WEEK   

Monday,   August 24, 
  7:45 am. -  Mass  
12:05 pm. -  Mass   
  6:15 pm. -  Perpetual Help Devotions 
 
Tuesday,  August 25,  
  7:45 am. - Mass   
12:05 pm. - Mass 
    
Wednesday,  August 26, 
  7:45 am. -  Mass  
12:05 pm. -  Mass 
  8:20 am.  - Adoration  
 
Thursday,  August 27, 
   7:45 am. - Mass           
12:05 pm. – Mass   

 
Friday, August 28,      
  7:45 am. -  Mass    
  8:20 am.  - Adoration 
12:05 pm. -  Mass  
 
Saturday,  August 29,  
  9:00  am. - Mass 
  2:00  pm. - Wedding 
  3:30  pm. - Confessions 
  5:30  pm. – Mass  
 
Sunday  August 30, 
  8:00 am  - Mass  
  9:30 am. - Mass - (St. Henry’s) 
10:00 am. - Mass  
12:00 pm. - Mass 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
COVID-19 Pandemic Forces India’s Catholics to Adopt ‘Hindu’ Cremations 

     Amid increasing deaths from India’s worsening COVID-19 
pandemic, the local Church is reluctantly opting for cremation 
instead of traditional Christian burial for the victims.  With the 
death toll from the virus continuing to climb, Church leaders have 
authorized cremations even though the burial practice is viewed 
locally as a Hindu custom, not a Christian one.  India’s daily 
COVID-19 death toll crossed 1,000 on Aug. 9 for the first time, along 
with more than 62,000 new cases, giving India the dubious 
distinction of recording the most number of cases in the world that 
day. 

     “Under COVID protocol, the burial pit has to be 10-feet deep,” explained Bishop Anaparambil, who 
heads the Diocese of Aleppy, spread along the Arabian Sea coast.  “But we cannot dig more than 2 feet 
due to the water level.  Apart from this, there is a lot of fear against burying the COVID victims in the 
congested cemeteries.”  Though canon law permits cremation, Christians in India seldom cremate the 
dead, as it is widely considered a Hindu custom.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church also states, “The 
Church permits cremation, provided that it does not demonstrate a denial of faith in the resurrection of 
the body”.   
 
     Following this Christian cremation that generated substantial news coverage, several other Christian 
denominations also declared that wherever Christian burial was not possible as per public-health  
protocol, local congregations could resort to cremation.  These included Orthodox, Jacobite and Protestant 
churches.  Church cemeteries are short of space for COVID-19 protocol burials.    
 

 
T H E  B A S I L I C A  O F  

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/edward-pentin/new-vatican-instruction-cremation-allowed-but-strict-conditions-apply


 

SAINT MARY 
O F  T H E  A S S U M P T I O N  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

506 4TH STRE E T • MARIE TTA OH 45750 • 740-373-3643 
 

Dear Parishioners,  

     Christ gave Peter the power to "bind and loosen." For the power to "bind and loosen" is 
really the power and duty to proclaim Christ.  Ultimately, this power comes from Christ.  The 
power must proclaim who Jesus really is.  The proclamation must be it in word and in service. 
The proclamation must be made with an honest and loving heart.  In other words, that person 
must be willing to exercise Christian leadership, to be Christ to others. 

     Christ calls some to Christian leadership in their families, their workplace, in their leisure. 
Christ calls others to lead the Church as it proclaims the Word and serves the community at 
large.  The person with the final power to proclaim and serve the local Church is the bishop. 

     In the Roman Catholic Church, the bishop is the focal point of the local Church.  He 
represents Christ (i.e., acts "in persona Christi") to the faithful when he proclaims the Word 
and leads in loving service.  He represents the local faithful to his fellow bishops and, so, to 
the universal Church.  So, the ministry of the bishop (the "ecclesial" ministry) has a vertical 
thrust (proclamation and service) and a horizontal thrust (equality with fellow bishops, known 
as a "collegial" character).  Yet, the office of bishop has more than an symbolic character; it has 
a "personal character", for the bishop follows Christ as a personal calling, out of a personal 
choice. 

     As Peter proclaimed Jesus the Christ for the community, so his successor, the Pope, 
proclaims Him to the universal Church.  As Christ empowered Peter to lead the Church, he 
empowers the Bishop of Rome to proclaim and serve the entire Church.  The Pope, then, is a 
visible source and foundation of unity of the bishops and the whole company of the faithful.   
Union with the Bishop of Rome defines a local community (with its bishop) as the Roman 
Catholic Church.  (In other words, any exercise of the bishop's ministry, whether alone or 
within the "college" of bishops, can only be exercised under the authority of the Pope.  And, 
union with the Bishop of Rome defines a Christian as a "Roman Catholic." 

                                                                                                         Sincerely, 

 

 

                                                                                                         Rev. Msgr. John M/ Campbell   
                                                                                                         (Rector)  

 



 

CDC report finds one in four young adults contemplate suicide 
 
     Over a quarter of young adults aged 18-24 have seriously contemplated suicide over the last month, a 
new Centers for Disease Control survey has found.  The report, titled “Mental Health, Substance Use, and 
Suicidal Ideation During the COVID-19 Pandemic — United States, June 24–30, 2020” was published on 
August 14.  The data was collected from adults across the United States in late June.  

     After months of extended lockdowns across the country, and anxieties about the coronavirus 
pandemic, our baseline level of anxiety has gone up during this experience.  

     According to the CDC, “40.9% of respondents reported at least one adverse mental or behavioral health 
condition, including symptoms of anxiety disorder or depressive disorder (30.9%), symptoms of a trauma- 
and stressor-related disorder (TSRD) related to the pandemic (26.3%), and having started or increased 
substance use to cope with stress or emotions related to COVID-19 (13.3%).” 

     Those figures rose considerably among certain groups. Nearly three out of four adults aged 18-24 and 
slightly more than half of adults aged 25-44 reported “at least one adverse mental or behavioral health 
symptom” in the survey.  Among Hispanics, 52.1% of respondents reported at least one adverse mental 
health symptom related to the pandemic, as well as two-thirds of respondents who had less than a high 
school diploma.  

     Mental health symptoms and healthy coping skills to combat those symptoms are ignored by our 
culture at large, and thus many of us are left utterly unprepared for dealing with an experience of this 
magnitude.  

     With the COVID-19 pandemic, schools of all levels throughout the country closed to in-person 
instruction.  For graduating seniors at colleges and universities--most of whom are in the 18-24 age group-
-this meant that their final semester of college was spent online.  Many students had their jobs or 
internships canceled due to the unstable economic effects of the pandemic.  

     It is important to reach out to one another during this time.  We need to talk to each other and see how 
people are doing. People need to pray for each other like everything depends on it.  People facing stress 
need to set aside time to “pause, breathe, pray, mediate, and to take note of their feelings without 
judgment.  Taking a break from media and other settings that heighten anxiety is also 
important.  Remember to take breaks from upsetting content.                                                                                                 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SLIP OF THE TONGUE 
     A newly ordained priest was about to conduce his first 
wedding, and was worried sick.  An experienced priest gave 
him some advice, “If you lose your place in the book or forget 
your lines, start quoting scripture until you find your place.” 

     The wedding day came.  And sure enough, the young priest 
forgot where he was in the ritual.  Unfortunately, the only 
thing he could think of was, “Father, forgive them, for they 

know not what they do.” 



 

TODAY’S READINGS 

If some mistook Jesus for John the Baptist, 
Elijah, or Jeremiah, as today’s Gospel 
passage indicates, then his preaching must 
have borne a resemblance to theirs.  John 
the Baptist, Elijah, and Jeremiah were 
tough characters.  They did not hesitate to 
confront power with the truth and the 
demands of the moral law.  They did not 
hesitate to point out that violation of the 
covenant brings ruin to the people.  They 
did not shy away from moral absolutes, and 
from the absolute requirements of fidelity 
to God. 
 
     The Church presents the same teaching 
to the world, assured, as we also see in the 
Gospel, of its union with Christ in its 
mission not only of teaching but of 
transformation.  Challenging every culture 
with which it communicates, the Church 
takes the initiative and storms “the gates of 

hell.”  Gates, after all, do not run out on the 
battlefield to attack the enemy.  Rather, 
gates stand still and defend the city against 
the enemy attacking it.  To say that the 
gates of hell will not prevail against the 
Church is to say that it is the Church who is 
taking the offensive, and is storming the 
gates of hell to win ground for Jesus Christ. 
 
     All of this provides a context for 
understanding the fight against the evils of 
our culture and all the manifestations of 
the Culture of Death.  The readings of 
today should help people understand not 
only why the Church’s teachings are 
faithful to Christ, consistent and 
unchangeable, but also why she does not 
shy away from asserting that her mission is 
to transform the culture of the death into 
the culture of life, and is not deterred from 
pursuing that mission. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Cincinnati cathedral elevated to minor basilica 
 
     The Archdiocese of Cincinnati announced Saturday 
that Pope Francis has granted the title of Minor Basilica 
to the Cathedral of St. Peter in Chains, which will 
celebrate its 175th anniversary this fall. 

     St. Peter in Chains is the oldest cathedral that was 
built as a cathedral that is still in use today in the United 
States. 

     “For all of us who live and worship in our archdiocese, this is a great blessing and honor that 
has been bestowed on our cathedral church,” said Cincinnati Archbishop Dennis Schnurr, who 
made the announcement of the designation at a Mass on Saturday. 

“Let us pray on this day, as we honor Our Lady in her Assumption, that the Church of the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati, her clergy and faithful, along with all the people of this great city, may 
benefit from this blessing and give thanks for all that the Lord has brought to fruition.” 
 



 

POPE: If We Do Not Take Care of One Another, We Cannot Heal the World  
     “The pandemic has highlighted how 
vulnerable and interconnected everyone 
is.  If we do not take care of one another, 
starting with the least, with those who 
are most impacted, including creation, 
we cannot heal the world.  Commendable 
is the effort of so many people who have 
been offering evidence of human and 
Christian love for neighbor, dedicating 
themselves to the sick even at the risk of 
their own health.  They are heroes!  
However, the coronavirus is not the only 
disease to be fought, but rather, the 
pandemic has shed light on broader 
social ills.  One of these is a distorted 

view of the person, a perspective that ignores the dignity and relational of the person.  At times we look 
at others as objects, to be used and discarded.   

     In the light of faith, we know, instead, that God looks at a man and a woman in another manner.  He 
created us not as objects but as people loved and capable of loving; He has created us in His image and 
likeness.  In this way He has given us a unique dignity, calling us to live in communion with Him, in 
communion with our sisters and our brothers, with respect for all creation.   

     Therefore, let us ask the Lord to give us eyes attentive to our brothers and sisters, especially those who 
are suffering.  As Jesus’s disciples we do not want to be indifferent or individualistic.  These are the two 
unpleasant attitudes that run counter to harmony.  Indifferent: I look the other way. Individualist: 
looking out only for one’s own interest.  The harmony created by God asks that we look at others, the 
needs of others, the problems of others, in communion.  We want to recognize the human dignity in every 
person, whatever his or her race, language or condition might be.  Harmony leads you to recognize 
human dignity, that harmony created by God, with humanity at the center. 

     We are social beings; we need to live in this social harmony, but when there is selfishness, our outlook 
does not reach others, the community, but focuses on ourselves, and this makes us ugly, nasty and selfish, 
destroying harmony.  While we all work for a cure for a virus that strikes everyone without distinction, 
faith exhorts us to commit ourselves seriously and actively to combat indifference in the face of violations 
of human dignity.  Faith always requires that we let ourselves be healed and converted from our 
individualism, whether personal or collective; party individualism, for example. 

     May the Lord “restore our sight” so as to rediscover what it means to be members of the human family. 
And may this sight be translated into concrete actions of compassion and respect for every person and of 
care and safeguarding of our common home.” 
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