THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

July 5, 202 0
Notes on the Gospel
Jesus prayed, "Praise you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth. You showed those who know little what you hid from those who think they are
wise and understand everything. Yes, Father, it happened in the way that pleased you. My
Father has given me all knowledge about his Kingdom. No one knows what the Son is really
like except the Father. And no one knows what the Father is really like except the Son and
those to whom the Son decides to show the Father.
Come to me all of you who work hard to live right and find the duties of life weigh you
down. I will give you rest. Pick up my yoke, place it on your shoulders, and learn from me.
For I am gentle and humble. You will find rest. My yoke I give you is easy and my pack I
give you is light." In this passage from Matthew, Jesus addressed knowledge of God and the
consequences of that knowledge.
"Everything has been given to me by my Father" what does "everything" mean in this
context? Two answers are possible: power or knowledge. In light of the verse, knowledge is
preferred. Jesus was praising God the Father for the revelation He received. Jesus praised
God the Father (literally "acknowledged" God in public) for revealing his Kingdom to the
common people (those who knew little) instead of those who thought they understood all
(i.e., the scribes and the Pharisees). This is the way God wanted it to happen.
Knowledge of God requires some explanation. Jesus did not merely speak of dogma
(knowledge about God). He addressed a deeper issue: intimate experience of God. We all
have had rare experiences of authentic encounter with another human being. A meeting
where all our good and bad points, all our strengths and weaknesses are revealed. The other
person in the encounter know us for who we truly are. If we apply this experience to God,
only the Father and the Son truly know each other. The follower of Christ also knows the
Father through the revelation of the Son. This is what the Kingdom is all about.
Knowledge of God has consequences, for it demands a response. For those under the
Jewish Law, knowledge of YHWH required a duty to his Law. As the teachers of God's Law,
the Pharisees firmly believed that God punished the nation of Judea throughout history
because the people ignored his Law. If people strove to keep his Law, they would arrive one
day closer to his Kingdom. So, the Pharisees added guidelines, rulings, and regulations that
kept the faithful from breaking the Law even by accident. Unfortunately, their rulings
tightly controlled everyday life.
Jesus countered this notion with the breath of fresh air. God would provide the means to
people so they could please him. His Son was that means. Those who came to the Son
would please the Father. Rules and regulations were not important. Relationship with Jesus
was important.

PILGRIMAGES TO THE BASILICA

The Basilica of Saint Mary of the Assumption welcomes all
visitors encouraging them to come, pray, and enjoy our beautiful
church. If you are a member of a group who would like to tour our
Basilica or make a spiritual pilgrimage, please let us know how we
can be of assistance.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Special Events & Scheduled Pilgrimages at the Basilica:

June, - 29, - Mass for religious Freedom (Bishop 7:00 pm.)
July, - 26, - Bishop at the 10:00 am. Mass
Sept, - 9, - CWC Mass (Bishop & Keynote speaker – 10:00 am Mass (Basilica)
Oct. - 23, - Closing of the Eucharistic Congress & the 75th Anniversary of the Diocese (Bishop)
Nov. - 11, - Diocesan Women Religious Celebration
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

REVERENTIAL QUIET IN THE BASILICA
It is an ancient tradition in the Church to have a reverential quiet tone in a Catholic Church –
especially in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. More and more, this tradition is being ignored in
the Basilica. Sometimes, people are trying to pray before or after Mass – we need to respect them.
Please observe a quiet tone when you are present in the Basilica.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

DECEASED PRIESTS OF DIOCESE

Today we remember the 16th anniversary of the death of Fr. Ashley Pettis.
On Thursday, we remember the 19th anniversary of the death of Msgr. Patrick
Maher. On Saturday, we remember the 47th anniversary of the death of Fr.
Robert Clouston. May God grant peace and eternal rest to them and all deceased priests who have
served the people of our Diocese of Steubenville.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

No Perpetual Help Devotions on Monday
Because of the Bishop’s Mass for Religious Freedom, Perpetual Help Devotions will
not be celebrated this Monday evening. Devotions will resume next Monday evening.
Parishioners are encouraged to attend the Religious Freedom Mass offered by our
Bishop.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Miami archbishop to lead US Catholic bishops on religious liberty
Archbishop Thomas Wenski of Miami has been appointed as the acting chairman of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee for Religious Liberty, following the death of Bishop
George Murry, S.J., of Youngstown. Archbishop Jose Gomez, president of the USCCB, thanked
Wenski for accepting the position and described him as “an energetic leader who is truly strong.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT AT THE BASILICA
Jesus Christ Himself invites us to a personal visit with Him in our basilica. Silent

Adoration of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament brings many riches. When we place
ourselves in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament we place ourselves before the gaze
of Christ who loves us and wants us to know that love. God comes to welcome and
embrace us, and we need to let our heart welcome His love. In the silence of the
Eucharist we enter the silence of the Father from whom the Word eternally springs.
Adoration of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament is making Jesus the very center of our lives
and the very center of our Parish. Through the mystery of the Eucharist the Lord says to each of us:
"whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in Me and I in him." In the Holy Eucharist,
Jesus' life flows to us as the life-giving sap of the vine flows to its branches to make them live and
bear fruit.
Jesus stays with us in the Blessed Sacrament to refresh us in mind, in heart and in spirit by
filling us with the graces that encourage us, console us, strengthen us, guide us and inspire us to
place all of our trust in His Sacred Presence, so that the power of His love can transform us and cast
out every fear, doubt, worry and anxiety that we have. Through Adoration, lives have been changed
by experiencing new peace and a new level of faith and trust in God. Parishes can be transformed
as Jesus becomes the center of every activity, every meeting and every liturgical ceremony that takes
place.
Take advantage of Eucharistic Adoration which takes place at our Basilica. You will never regret
the time you spent. This is what Adoration means. Come and visit the Lord in Adoration this
Wednesday and/or Friday.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK
Monday,
July 6,
Saint Maria Goretti ((Virgin Martyr)
Maria Goretti was stabbed to death and died at the age of 12 in 1902. She preferred to die rather
than be raped. With her mother present, she was canonized before the largest crowd ever assembled at
that time in Rome.
Thursday
July 9,
_______Saint Augustine Zaho & Companions (Priest)
120 martyrs are honored today. Most of them were born in China, and were children and parents.
The 33 foreign-born martyrs were priests and women religious. Auguston Zaho Rong was a soldier
who accompanied a prisoner bishop. He was so moved that he sought baptism and was later ordained
a priest. He was martyred in1815.
Saturday
July 11,
Saint Benedict (Abbot)
Benedict died in 547. He wrote the famous monastic Rule. He is noted for his wisdom , moderation,
and obedience. He founded 12 monasteries including Monte Cassino. Today Benedictines number
7,500 religious. Benedict is known as the “Patriarch of Western Monasticism”.

THE BASILICA OF
SAINT MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION
506 4th STREET • MARIETTA OH 45750
(740) 373-3643

July 5, 2020
Dear Parishioners,
In August of 2019 the Pew Research Center (CARA) reported that “Just one-third of U.S.
Catholics agree with their Church that Eucharist is body, blood of Christ.” The majority believed that
the bread and wine were only a symbol or sign of the body and blood of Christ. Some may think this
disbelief began after the Second Vatican Council relaxed many traditions.
I believe that the strength or weakness of people’s faith in the Real Presence has been impacted
over time by understanding of the genuflection as an act of “adoration”; and the location of the
tabernacle in a church.
Pope John Paul II was clear in his emphasis on genuflection as an act of adoration reserved for the
Blessed Sacrament alone. Those who pass before the Blessed Sacrament genuflect except when they
are walking in procession. In many churches today, the genuflection is generally ignored, often by the
laity, and sometimes even by priests.
I believe that the began with the placement of the tabernacle. Many parish churches experimented
with moving the tabernacle from behind the altar and placing it in a separate place, sometimes even in
a separate room. Without the tabernacle in full view, before their eyes, many people lost the sense that
Christ was truly present before them.
It makes sense to move the Blessed Sacrament to a reserved place in a cathedral, because the setting
is so public and often a tourist site. Cathedrals are usually much larger and often have two wings one
of which is used as a side chapel with the Blessed Sacrament present. In accordance with a very
ancient tradition in cathedral churches, should be located in a chapel separate from the main body of
the Church – but not in parish churches.
So, it really isn’t a mystery why so many Catholics have fallen away from either the Church or from
faith in the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the tabernacle. Christ must remain the center of our
individual lives, as well as the center of the life of every parish and church. The central focus of every
parish is not the altar or the priest. The center is the tabernacle and the mystery contained within it.ar.

Sincerely in the Risen Lord,

Rev. Msgr. John M. Campbell
(Rector)

EVENTS & MASSES FOR THE WEEK

Monday, July ,
7:45 am. - Mass
12:05 pm. - Mass
7:00 pm. - Religious Freedom Mass (Bishop)
Tuesday, July,
7:45 am. - Mass
12:05 pm. - Mass
Wednesday, July
7:45 am. - Mass
12:05 pm. - Mass

12:05 pm. - Mass
Friday, July
7:45 am. - Mass
12:05 pm. - Mass

Saturday, July
9:00 am. - Mass
3:30 pm. - Confessions
5:30 pm. – Mass

Sunday July
8:00 am - Mass
Thursday, July
9:30 am. - Mass - (St. Henry’s)
7:45 am. - Mass
10:00 am. - Mass
12:00 pm. - Mass
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE FOR SAINT HENRY CHURCH

During the summer, Mass at Saint Henry Church in Harrisville will be offered at 9:30 am. rather
than 11:00 am. The celebrant of the summer Mass will celebrate Mass at 9:30 am in Harrisville and the
noon Mass at the Basilica. Parishioners from the Basilica are welcome to celebrate Mass with us at St.
Henry’s

“It is urgent for the modern world to regain a faith perspective.
Otherwise mankind is headed for its destruction. The Church cannot
confine herself to a merely social vision. Charity has a spiritual meaning.
Charity is closely related to God’s silence.”
Cardinal Sarah
________________________________________________________________

Pope Francis: ‘There is no true love without the cross’
Speaking from a window overlooking St. Peter’s Square June
28, the pope reflected on the day’s Gospel reading, in which Jesus
tells his disciples: “Whoever does not take up his cross and follow
after me is not worthy of me. There is no true love without the
cross, that is, without a personal price to pay. And many mothers,
many fathers who sacrifice many things to their child, and bear
true sacrifices, crosses, but because they love them. And when
borne with Jesus, the cross is not scary because He is always at our
side to support us in the hour of the most difficult trial, to give us strength and courage.”

Tennessee's new pro-life legislation 'designed to stand up to court challenges'
Tennessee’s new pro-life legislation is “designed to stand up to court challenges,” State Rep. Susan
Lynn (R), a sponsor of the bill, said Thursday. Lynn said that Tennessee lawmakers anticipated a legal
challenge to the bill, so they used a "ladder approach," of multiple limits, so if the court strikes down
the heartbeat ban portion, the remaining bans will remain in place.
Tennessee lawmakers passed a bill last week that contains multiple restrictions on abortion,
including banning the procedure after both six and twenty weeks, banning abortions based on the race
or sex of an unborn child, and a ban based on a prenatal Down syndrome diagnosis. Tennessee Gov.
Bill Lee, a supporter of the legislation, has indicated he will sign it into law. Although the bill has not
yet been signed into law, pro-abortion groups including Planned Parenthood and the American Civil
Liberties Union have already filed a lawsuit against to block its implementation in federal court.
Lynn said she hopes the bill’s heartbeat ban stands because "a heartbeat is an indicator of life. So it
only makes sense that when there is a heartbeat, there cannot be an abortion," she said. Lynn praised
the Tennessee General Assembly as “overwhelmingly pro-life.”
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Statue of St. Junipero Serra Torn Down in San Francisco's Golden Gate Park
During the eighteenth century, the saint founded nine Catholic missions in the area that would later
become California, many of those missions would go on to become the centers of major California
cities. A statue of Catholic missionary St. Junipero Serra was toppled in a San Francisco park Friday,
along with statues of Francis Scott Key and Ulysses S. Grant. The statues were torn down Friday
evening from Golden Gate Park, by a group of about 100 people.
During the eighteenth century, the saint founded nine Catholic missions in the area that would later
become California, many of those missions would go on to become the centers of major California
cities. St. Serra helped to convert thousands of native Californians to Christianity and taught them
new agricultural technologies. The statue in Golden Gate Park was first placed in 1907.
St. Serra’s defenders say that St. Serra was actually an advocate for native people and a champion of
human rights. They note the many native people he helped during his life, and their outpouring of
grief at his death. Biographers note that St. Serra frequently intervened for native people when they
faced persecution from Spanish authorities. In one case, the priest intervened to spare the lives of
several California natives who had attacked a Spanish outpost. In one letter urging fair treatment of
native people, St. Serra wrote that “if the Indians were to kill me...they should be forgiven.”
In 2018, San Francisco’s city government removed a statue of the saint from a prominent location
outside City Hall. A statue of the saint remains displayed in the U.S. Capitol.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Victorian politician calls for inquiry into investigation of Cardinal Pell
A member of the Parliament of Victoria has
urged that there be an inquiry into the treatment of
Cardinal George Pell by the state’s police and
judiciary, months after Australia’s High Court
unanimously overturned his conviction for five
alleged counts of sexual abuse.
Bernie Finn, a member of the Victorian
Legislative Council from the Liberal Party, said June
18 that “the integrity of the justice system in this
state is very much on trial. There are major
questions that are desperately in need of answers. I would like to see an inquiry that is at arm’s length
from Victoria Police, arm’s length from the judiciary and arm’s length from the government.”
Finn asked that Jill Hennessey, Attorney-General of Victoria, launch an investigation into former
Chief Commissioner of Victoria Police Graham Ashton and the Australian Broadcasting Corporation to
discover “how we can avoid trial by media in future, how did the Court of Appeal get it so very wrong
and how could an innocent man in this day and age in Victoria be jailed in the way that Cardinal Pell
was”.
Cardinal Pell was convicted in 2018 of five counts of child sexual abuse. He was alleged to have
sexually assaulted two choir boys while he was Archbishop of Melbourne in 1996. On April 7 the
seven justices of the High Court unanimously found that there was “no evidence” to support the
accuser’s narrative beyond his own perceived credibility by the jury, and that, “acting rationally on the
whole of the evidence,” the jury could not have avoided reasonable doubt about Cardinal Pell’s
innocence. “Making full allowance for the advantages enjoyed by the jury,” the High Court said,
“there is a significant possibility in relation to [the] charges... that an innocent person has been
convicted.”
While Cardinal Pell has been, for many, the face of Catholicism in Australia, and was much
maligned after an Australian government enquiry revealed decades of sexual abuse within the
Catholic Church and other institutions, he insisted that his ordeal should have been limited to the
allegations against him. “My trial was not a referendum on the Catholic Church; nor a referendum on
how Church authorities in Australia dealt with the crime of pedophilia in the Church. The point was
whether I had committed these awful crimes and I did not.”
Finn told the Catholic Weekly, the newspaper of the Archdiocese of Sydney, that there had been “a
massive miscarriage of justice against a good man. You don’t have to be Catholic to be concerned
about this,” he added. “If this can happen to Cardinal Pell it can happen to anyone and it clearly
reveals a major flaw in Victoria’s so-called justice system.”
Cardinal George Pell recently told a group of Australian students that his Christian faith helped him
persevere through his time in prison. The cardinal said his 13 months in prison were “difficult and
unpleasant,” but not the worst possible form of suffering. He said his time in prison reinforced the
truth of Christian view of redemptive suffering. “I’m still teaching the same Christian message, and
I’m here simply to say that it works. This Christian teaching helped me to survive.”

10 Invigorating Quotes to Navigate Your Daily Pursuit to a Virtuous Life


Here’s 10 invigorating St. Josemaría Escrivá quotes to help navigate
your daily way to holiness:
1) “You’re bored? That’s because you keep your senses awake and
your soul asleep.”
2) “Let us work. Let us work a lot and work well, without forgetting that prayer is our best weapon.
That is why I will never tire of repeating that we have to be contemplative souls in the middle of the
world, who try to convert their work into prayer.”
3) “To reform. Every day a little. This has to be your constant task if you really want to become a saint.”
4) “Place on your desk, in your room, in your wallet…a picture of Our Lady, and look at it when you
begin your work, while you are doing it, and when you finish it. She will obtain, I assure you!, the
strength for you to turn your task into a loving dialogue with God.”
5) “If you have so many defects, why are you surprised to find defects in others?”
6) “Our Lord is calling us to sanctify the ordinary tasks of every day, for the perfection of the Christian
is to be found precisely there.”
7) “The Holy Rosary is a powerful weapon. Use it with confidence and you will be amazed at the
results.”
8) “Don’t judge without having heard both sides. Even persons who think themselves virtuous very
easily forget this elementary rule of prudence.”
9) “Compromise is a word found only in the vocabulary of those who have no will to fight.”
10) “Sadness and uneasiness grow in proportion to the time you waste. — When you feel a holy
impatience to use every minute, you will be filled with joy and peace, because you will not be thinking
about yourself.”
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Abp. of San Francisco Performs Exorcism at Destruction Site of St. Junípero Serra Statue
Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone of San Francisco led
a Holy Hour of Reparation on Saturday morning at the site
of the destruction of the St. Junipero Serra statue. Vandals
tore down and defaced the monument on June 19. The
Act of Reparation included the Holy Rosary and Latin
prayers of exorcism. The service concluded with the
archbishop blessing the site with holy water.

