
 
THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

June 28, 2020 
 

Notes on the Gospel  

     Jesus said to the followers he sent out: 
“Whoever loves his father or mother more than me is 

not worthy to be my follower.  Whoever loves his son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy to be my follower.  Whoever does not carry his cross and follow me is not worthy to 
be my follower.  Whoever finds his life only in this world will lose it.  But whoever loses his 
life in this world because of me will truly find it.” 

     “Whoever welcomes you, welcomes me.  And whoever welcomes me, welcomes God, the 
One whose sent me.  Whoever welcomes someone because they are God's messenger will 
receive the gift God gives his messengers.  Whoever welcomes someone because he is good 
will receive the gift God gives good people.  Whoever gives a drink of cold water to anyone 
because he is my follower will not lose the gift God offers him.” 

     In Matthew's gospel, Jesus presented two themes: the priority of faith and the virtue of 
hospitality. 

     The (person) loving (his) father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; the (person) 
loving son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.  Whoever does not take his cross 
and follow me is not worthy of me.  The (person) finding his very self will lose it, and the 
(person) losing his very self for my sake will find it.  “More than me" is literally "above me." 

     The priority of faith demanded radical consequences for early Christians.  Since 
extended, closely-knit families formed the basis of ancient society, a choice for Christ could 
mean a rejection of the family's faith and values.  And, ultimately, excommunication by the 
family.  Outside of one's extended family, a person could easily slide into homelessness. 

     Jesus reminded his followers that the Christian life involved such risks (a cross to carry 
in 10:38).  And one could not compromise these risks away.  A believer could not placate his 
or her family if the cost threatened faith.  No, faith could involve an extreme choice.  Either 
the relationship with family took priority ("...finding life in this world") or the relationship 
with Jesus took the number one slot.  

     What happened if the follower suffered the worst from his or her declaration for Christ? 
Fellow Christians would create a new extended family.  Here, Christ stressed hospitality. 
Whoever welcomed the Christian, welcomed Christ and his Father.  Whoever welcomed 
those who lived the consequences of radical choice (the traveling missionary and the "good" 
person who lived God's will), received the same gift of grace God gave to those in ministry.  
Even in the smallest kindness, God rewarded the minister and the host equally.  Jesus, then, 
took a popular virtue and turned it into a ministry on par with the missionary. 

     Faith demands great risks. But it gives great rewards. One could lose his or her family, 
but the person gains so much more in return. 



 

      PILGRIMAGES  TO  THE  BASILICA 
          The Basilica of Saint Mary of the Assumption welcomes all 
visitors encouraging them to come, pray, and enjoy our beautiful 
church.   If you are a member of a group who would like to tour our 
Basilica or make a spiritual pilgrimage, please let us know how we 
can be of assistance. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
                Special Events & Scheduled Pilgrimages at the Basilica:  
 
                                                         
June,   -   29,  -  Mass for religious Freedom (Bishop 7:00 pm.)  
July,    -   14,  -  Pilgrimage from Grand Rapids, Michigan (arrive 3:00 pm. 52 pilgrims) 
July,    -   26,  -  Bishop at the 10:00 am. Mass   
Sept,  -      9,  -  CWC Mass (Bishop & Keynote speaker – 10:00 am Mass (Basilica) 
Oct.    -    23,  -  Closing of the Eucharistic Congress & the 75th Anniversary of the Diocese (Bishop)  
Nov.   -    11, -   Diocesan Women Religious Celebration 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________                 

REVERENTIAL QUIET IN THE BASILICA 
 
     It is an ancient tradition in the Church to have a reverential quiet tone in a Catholic Church – 
especially in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  More and more, this tradition is being ignored in 
the Basilica.  Sometimes, people are trying to pray before or after Mass – we need to respect them.  
Please observe a quiet tone when you are present in the Basilica.                                                                              
______________________________________________________________________________________________                        

        DECEASED PRIESTS OF DIOCESE      
 
Next Sunday, we remember the 16th anniversary of the death of Fr. 

Ashley Pettis.  May God grant peace and eternal rest to Fr. pettis and all 
deceased priests who have served the people of our Diocese of Steubenville. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________                                

             No Perpetual Help Devotions on Monday 
 
     Because of the Bishop’s Mass for Religious Freedom, Perpetual Help Devotions will 
not be celebrated this Monday evening.  Devotions will resume next Monday evening.   
Parishioners are encouraged to attend the Religious Freedom Mass offered by our 
Bishop.                                                                                                                                       

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Miami archbishop to lead US Catholic bishops on religious liberty 
  
Archbishop Thomas Wenski of Miami has been appointed as the acting chairman of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee for Religious Liberty, following the death of Bishop 
George Murry, S.J., of Youngstown.  Archbishop Jose Gomez, president of the USCCB, thanked 
Wenski for accepting the position and described him as “an energetic leader with a truly strong  



 
 

ADORATION  OF  THE  BLESSED  SACRAMENT  AT  THE   BASILICA                
      
     Jesus Christ Himself invites us to a personal visit with Him in our basilica.  Silent 
Adoration of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament brings many riches.  When we place 

ourselves in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament we place ourselves before the gaze 
of Christ who loves us and wants us to know that love.  God comes to welcome and 

embrace us, and we need to let our heart welcome His love.  In the silence of the 
Eucharist we enter the silence of the Father from whom the Word eternally springs.   

 
     Adoration of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament is making Jesus the very center of our lives 
and the very center of our Parish.  Through the mystery of the Eucharist the Lord says to each of us: 
"whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in Me and I in him."  In the Holy Eucharist, 
Jesus' life flows to us as the life-giving sap of the vine flows to its branches to make them live and 
bear fruit.   

      
     Jesus stays with us in the Blessed Sacrament to refresh us in mind, in heart and in spirit by 

filling us with the graces that encourage us, console us, strengthen us, guide us and inspire us to 
place all of our trust in His Sacred Presence, so that the power of His love can transform us and cast 
out every fear, doubt, worry and anxiety that we have.  Through Adoration, lives have been changed 
by experiencing new peace and a new level of faith and trust in God.  Parishes can be transformed 
as Jesus becomes the center of every activity, every meeting and every liturgical ceremony that takes 
place.   

     Take advantage of Eucharistic Adoration which takes place at our Basilica.  You will never regret 
the time you spent.   This is what Adoration means.   Come and visit the Lord in Adoration this 
Wednesday and/or Friday.                                     
__________________________________________________________________________________________   

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
     Monday,              June 29,   Saints Peter & Paul 

     Peter was a Galilean fisherman, spokesman for the Twelve Apostles, and the First Pope.  He 
was crucified in 64 in Rome.  Paul was martyred in Rome in 67.  He was the “Apostle to the 
Gentiles”.  Both are the patrons of Rome. 

     Tuesday,    June 30,  The First Martyrs of the Roman Church                                           
     Those many Christians were tortured, crucified, burned alive in 64 in Nero’s gardens on Vatican 
Hill. 

 
Wednesday,   July  1,     Saint Junipero Serra (priest)                                            
     Junipero was a missionary from Spain.  He established 9 California missions, baptized over 6,000 
native peoples, and is recognized as a builder of California. 
 
Friday,    July  3,                   Saint Thomas (Apostle) 
     Thomas founded the Church in India.  His doubt gave way to deep faith. 

 



 

THE BASILICA OF 
SAINT MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION 

506 4th STREET • MARIETTA OH 45750 
(740)   373-3643 

                                                                                                  
                                                                                                

                                                                                                                    June 28, 2020 
Dear Parishioners,   
 
     Last Monday, we celebrated the Feast of Saints Thomas More and John Fisher.  This 
Feast began a week of celebration and prayer for Religious Freedom.  The United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops celebrates Religious Freedom Week in promoting religious 
freedom For the good of all.  
 
      All people desire to know their Creator.  All people have a natural impulse to seek the 
good and to live in accordance with that good. All people can flourish when they pursue the 
truth about God and respond to the truth.  Religious freedom means that all people have 
the space to flourish.  Religious freedom is both an American value and an important part 
of Catholic teaching on human dignity.  When we promote religious freedom, we promote 
the common good and thus strengthen the life of our nation and the community of nations.  
 

     In the face of our country’s challenges, and challenges within the Church herself, 
Catholics find strength in the hope of Jesus Christ.  We want to share that hope with 
everyone.  Religious freedom gives us the space to carry out the mission that Jesus has 
entrusted to the Church.  Religious freedom means that Catholics, and all people of 
goodwill, are free to seek the truth and to live in accordance with that truth, and so to 
strengthen our common life as a nation.  In the midst of our current challenges, join us as 
we seek the kingdom and find strength in hope. 

     To close Religious Freedom Week, Bishop Monforton will celebrate a special Mass on 
Monday evening, June 29 at 7:00 pm.  All parishioners are encouraged to attend this Mass.  
May God bless our Diocese and indeed our country and world with true religious freedom.                                                                                                     

 

                                                                                                          Sincerely in the Risen Lord, 

 
 
 
                                                                                                          Rev. Msgr. John M. Campbell                                                                        
                                                                                                          (Rector) 

                                                                                                     



 
 

EVENTS & MASSES FOR THE WEEK   

Monday,   June 29 , 
  7:45 am. -  Mass  
12:05 pm. -  Mass   
  7:00 pm. -  Religious Freedom Mass (Bishop) 
 
Tuesday,  June 30,  
  7:45 am. - Mass   
12:05 pm. - Mass 
  5:00 pm. – Bishop’s Dinner for priests  
  
Wednesday,  July 1, 
  7:45 am. -  Mass  
12:05 pm. -  Mass  
 
Thursday,  July 2, 
  7:45 am. - Mass                                                                                                                                 
 

12:05 pm. -  Mass 
   
Friday,  July 3,         
  7:45 am. -  Mass    
12:05 pm. -  Mass  
 
Saturday,  July 4, 
  9:00  am. - Mass 
  3:30  pm. - Confessions 
  5:30  pm. – Mass  
 
Sunday  July 5, 
  8:00 am  - Mass - People of the Parish 
  9:30 am. -  Mass - (St. Henry’s) 
10:00 am. - Mass   
12:00 pm. - Mass  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                      
     Please pray for the members of our basilica community who are ill, and for all of the physicians and 
nurses working in our community.  We sincerely thank them for their care and for all that they do to 
keep us safe.                                                                                                                                                                        
_____________________________________________________________________________________________       
   SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE FOR SAINT HENRY CHURCH                                                            

     During the summer, Mass at Saint Henry Church in Harrisville will be offered at 9:30 am.  rather 
than 11:00 am.  The celebrant of the summer Mass will celebrate Mass at 9:30 am in Harrisville and the 
noon Mass at the Basilica.  Parishioners from the Basilica are welcome to celebrate Mass with us at St. 
Henry’s 
______________________________________________________________________________________________  

                            Tony the Ring bearer 

     Little Tony was in his uncle’s wedding.  As he came down the aisle 
during the ceremony, he carefully took two steps, then stopped and 
turned to the crowd.  When facing the congregation, he put his hands up 
like claws and roared loudly.  So it went step, step, turn, roar, step, step, 
turn, roar, all the way down the aisle. 

     The congregation was in tears from laughing.  By the time Tony reached the altar, he was near tears 
too.  When asked later what he was doing, he sniffed and said, “I was being the RING BEAR.’                                                     
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Underground bishop detained in China                                                                                                   
     Chinese officials reportedly arrested an elderly bishop of the underground Catholic Church last 
week.  The bishop was taken by officials to an undisclosed location according to local Catholics.   



 
Christopher Columbus name won't be changed at Wisconsin Catholic high school 

 

     A Catholic high school in Wisconsin will not change its name from 
“Columbus Catholic High School” after a petition from alumni and other 
members of the community requested the change.  But with Columbus 
statues coming down in cities across the country, one expert says the 
explorer has been mischaracterized. 

     The Wisconsin petition, which was started by three recent graduates of 
the high school, demands that the name of the school be changed and that a statue of Christopher 
Columbus be removed from the front of the school.  The petition charged that Columbus “acted in 
deeply racist ways,” mistreated and enslaved indigenous people, and “represents racism and hatred.” 

     Columbus Catholic Schools includes two schools--Columbus Catholic High School and Columbus 
Catholic Middle School--both named after Christopher Columbus.  The reason the schools were 
named, was not out of blind admiration for the 15th-century Italian explorer.  Rather, it was done to 
honor the people who funded the construction of the school — local Knights of Columbus. 

     Those who chose the name likely did so more to honor the help and legacy of the Knights of 
Columbus than to honor Columbus the man.  They hoped to provide a place for Catholics to escape 
from the prejudices they faced in secular society even at that time. 

     Columbus was not hell-bent on genocide, slavery, and rape of the native population he encountered 
in his travels.  In fact, the explorer was deeply religious, and hoped to evangelize the indigenous 
people in America, by teaching the Catholic faith. 

     The call to rename Columbus Catholic High School comes at a time when statues of many historical 
figures--including Columbus--have been taken down by protestors and rioters.  One statue of 
Columbus was removed from the grounds of the Minnesota Capitol in St. Paul. The statue, which was 
created by an Italian-American and was intended as a show of support for the Italian immigrant 
population of Minnesota, was toppled on June 10. 

      Columbus is not a canonized saint, but he is not a villain, either.  As described by Pope Leo XIII, his 
motives were exemplary, and it was an extraordinary achievement to connect the peoples of two 
hemispheres.  To say Columbus was a perpetrator of genocide makes a mockery of the term.                                
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

     The readings of today are all about life and welcome, and the relationship between the two.  As a 
result of welcoming Christ, the Holy One of God, we are all given the new life of which the second 
reading speaks.  These readings have immediate application to the theme of welcoming the 
representatives of God who come preaching his word.  Yet the theme of welcome extends likewise to 
every human being.  Christ is the one who welcomes us into the life he shares with the Father, and 
therefore the only appropriate response for us -- as individuals and as a community -- is to extend 
welcome to all whom Christ welcomes, that is, to every human life.   

     In welcoming other human lives, it is necessary to apply the first part of the Gospel reading, 
namely, the embracing of the cross.  The Lord teaches that it is precisely in self-giving that we find 
ourselves.  Parents give themselves to their children, whether born or in the womb, and in so doing 
they experience the very love of Christ and the life to which that love leads. 



 
Eucharist and tabernacle stolen from North Carolina Catholic Church  

 
     Police are appealing to the public for help and a parish is requesting 
prayers after a tabernacle containing the Eucharist was stolen from a 
church in Boone, North Carolina on June 16. 

     “We are calling for prayers and the safe return of the Blessed 
Sacrament after the tabernacle was stolen from the church Tuesday 

night,” said a message posted on the website of Saint Elizabeth of the Hill Country Catholic Church.  
The parish said the theft occurred “sometime after 9 p.m. Tuesday night,” and that the thief entered the 
church through a window.  Nothing apart from the tabernacle was stolen or damaged, said the parish. 

     Fr. Brendan Buckler, pastor of St. Elizabeth’s, appealed to the thief in a statement.  "We pray that 
your hearts may be moved to please return the tabernacle to us, but most especially the contents.” 
Masses at the church on Wednesday and Thursday were canceled. The parish website states that 
prayers of reparation must be done before Mass can resume at the church.                                                                               
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Monuments, Marvels, and Miracles:  

A Traveler's Guide to Catholic America   

     by Marion Amberg (Author) America's got faith!  You'll find it in every state - 
in grand cathedrals and tiny chapels, in miracle shrines and underwater statues, 
and even in blessed dirt.  Finding these sacred places hasn't been easy, until now!  
Monuments, Marvels, and Miracles: A Traveler's Guide to Catholic America takes 
you to more than 500 of the country's most intriguing holy sites, each with a 
riveting story to tell. stories about: 

     A quick note to let you know that the Basilica of Saint Mary of the Assumption 
is featured in my new book Monuments, Marvels, and Miracles: A Traveler's Guide to Catholic America.  
The publisher is Our Sunday Visitor.  The book spotlights more than 500 unique faith sites across the 
country, including 13 in Ohio.                                                                                                                                                                                                         
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CWC CONVENTION MASS 

     With great reluctance, the DCCW Executive Board (officers, commissioners, and past presidents) felt 
that we should cancel our convention this year because of the uncertainty of COVID-19 and its 
resurgence.  The alternative will be a live streamed Mass from the Basilica offered by the Bishop for 
the women of the diocese, at which time we will recognize the CWC and its history in the 
diocese.  This event will be held on Wed., Sept. 9 at the Basilica.  The keynote speaker (Fr. Mike 
Campbell) will present the history of the CWC in our diocese.  We would also want to record all of it 
for the DCCW archives as part of the CWC history in the Diocese of Steubenville. 
  
     In addition, women who would want to attend Mass and hear your message as well as Monsignor’s 
presentation could come to the church, if they wish.  There will not be any refreshments or social time. 

 



 

Independence Day (United States) the Fourth of July 
     Independence Day (colloquially  or July 4th) is a federal holiday in the United States commemorat-
ing the Declaration of Independence of the United States, on July 4, 1776.  The Continental 
Congress declared that the thirteen American colonies were no longer subject (and subordinate) to 
the monarch of Britain, King George III, and were now united, free, and independent states.  The 
Congress had voted to declare independence two days earlier, on July 2, but it was not declared until 
July 4.   Independence Day is commonly associated with fireworks, parades, barbecues, carnivals, fairs, 
fireworks, parades, barbecues, carnivals, fairs, picnics, concerts, baseball games, family reunions, 
political speeches, and ceremonies, in addition to various other public and private events celebrating 
the history, government, and traditions of the United States. Independence Day is the national day of 
the United States. 

     This year, because of the virus, celebrations will be limited, but regardless of that fact, we thank 
God for our freedom and celebrate it.                                                                 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pope Francis declares Catholic sister killed in Satanic ritual a martyr  
 

     Pope Francis declared Friday that Sister Maria Laura 
Mainetti, an Italian religious sister killed by three teenage 
girls in a Satanic sacrifice, was a martyr for the Catholic 
faith.  The 60-year-old Sister of the Cross was in 2000 stabbed 
to death by three teenage girls in a park in Chiavenna, Italy. 
Mainetti's killers were convicted and imprisoned. 

     The girls knew the religious sister because she had taught 
them catechism.  They lured her to the park by claiming that 
one of them needed to talk, because she had been raped and 

impregnated and was considering an abortion.  The three girls originally said the murder was "for a 
game," but later admitted they killed her as a demonic ritual. 

     In the park on the evening of June 6, 2000, the three girls made Mainetti kneel and shouted abuses 
at her.  One girl beat the sister with a brick and another pushed her head repeatedly into a wall.  They 
took turns stabbing Mainetti 19 times with a kitchen knife. They had, according to Italian media 
reports, intended to stab her 18 times, six times each, to form by their violence the number 666.  Sr. 
Mainetti prayed throughout the attack and asked God to forgive the girls for their actions.  Her last 
words, according to some accounts of her death, were “Lord, forgive them.” 

     Mainetti was the superior of the Sisters of the Cross convent in Chiavenna, which was devoted to 
helping juvenile delinquents. The girls who killed Mainetti, however, had no prior history of crime or 
violence.  They confessed that they had originally planned to kill the parish priest, but decided that 
because he was larger, it would prove too difficult.  Investigators said the girls’ notebooks were filled 
Satanic writings, and that they had made a blood oath some months earlier.  The killers have since 
been freed from prison, and have started families — changing their names and moving to large Italian 
cities, according to Corriere della Serra.   Sister Mainetti was well known in her small town for her 
social and charitable commitment to dispossessed youth and poor people.  

 



 
 

O Jesus, Good Shepherd, accept our prayers and our humble thanks for all vocations which, through 
Your Spirit, you give liberally and continually to our Church. Assist the bishops, priests, missionaries 
and all consecrated persons; enable them to give example of truly evangelical life. Make strong and 
persevering in their intentions those who are preparing for the sacred ministry and consecrated life. 
Multiply the laborers of the Gospel to announce Your name to all peoples.  Take care of all the young 
in our communities; grant them readiness and generosity to follow You.  Today, too, turn Your gaze 
upon them and call them. Grant to all the call, the strength to abandon everything in order to choose 
only You Who are love.  Forgive the non-responses and infidelities of those Whom You have chosen. 
Listen, O Christ, to our invocations through the intercession of most holy Mary, Your Mother and 
Queen of the Apostles. She, who, having believed and replied generously, has been the cause of 
our joy; accompany with her presence and her example those whom You call to total service in Your 
Kingdom.  Amen._ 
 


