THE FEAST OF THE HOLY TRINITY
Notes on the Gospel

– June 7, 20 20

Jesus said to Nicodemus: “God loved the world in such a
way, so that he gave his only-begotten SON, that all trusting in
HIM might not be lost, but might have eternal life. For God did
not send His SON into the world, so that HE might judge the world, but that
the world might be saved through HIM. The (person) trusting in HIM is not
judged. But the (person) not trusting has already been judged, because he has
not trusted in the name of only-begotten SON of God."
This entire sentence can be seen as an event, its cause and its result. The event was the
appearance of the Messiah. Its cause was God's love seen in the appearance of the Messiah. Why
was the Messiah now present? Because God loved the world (i.e., humanity and all its weaknesses)
like a parent loves a child. In the spiritual sense, those "lost" are the unbelievers, while believers
possess eternal life in this world (with the gift of the Spirit).
By the time John's gospel first appeared in a complete form (100-115 A.D.), Christians not only
professed a new Messiah; they proclaimed a new spirituality. God created a new, spiritual
relationship with all people (not just Jews). This new relationship bypassed the Jewish Law. No
wonder the Law-keeping Pharisees (represented by Nicodemus) didn't understand!
Jesus told Nicodemus about salvation. Salvation meant spiritual rebirth which God's Spirit
initiated. And only God's messenger, his Son, brought the message. Everyone could see God's
salvation when the Son was lifted up (i.e., Jesus died on the cross, but this required faith. Faith
saw that God treated his people with love. This was the basis for salvation. But love required
sacrifice (otherwise, we could not call it love). So, God showed His love by giving the world His
Son. Those who trusted the sacrificed Son would possess eternal life.
John's gospel painted the universal gift of salvation, in spite of the fact that most people would
reject the message, and those who preached it. John's community lived a sheltered existence, in
fear of Roman authorities and Jewish competitors. The spirit of isolation tempted the community.
The gospel itself described the faith and the lifestyle of the Christian in terms of good and bad,
light and dark, "us vs. them." The community could easily fall into the notion that they enjoyed
God's favor; everyone else lost out.
The community built on faith in God's love inspired hope, opened vistas to new possibilities for
those who lived in the "world." God meant his love for all. He invited all to a love relationship.
So, his Son came not to condemn but to save.
While God began the initiative when He commissioned (i.e., sent) his Son, the Son remained the
active player. He did not condemn but became the instrument that brought people back to God.
As Jesus did, so must the community do. They must act in a way that does not condemn outsiders,
but invites them in.
John ended the encounter between Jesus and Nicodemus with an analogy. Christ (the light)
entered the world and called followers to himself. But those who opposed Christ and Christians
(i.e., the Pharisees) plotted against them in secret (the dark). Jesus suffered rejection, gossip, and
back-room subversion from the Jewish leaders. Many in John's audience would suffer the same
fate – and so may we. As John's community found, many people put a trust relationship at arm's
length. Even today, talk of trust based upon love seems too naive, too idealistic. The real world,
as common wisdom implies, rewards the devious, those who build their lives on money and power.
Those who point to a greater goal find themselves punished by the world.

PILGRIMAGES TO THE BASILICA

The Basilica of Saint Mary of the Assumption welcomes all
visitors encouraging them to come, pray, and enjoy our beautiful
church. If you are a member of a group who would like to tour our
Basilica or make a spiritual pilgrimage, please let us know how we
can be of assistance.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Special Events & Scheduled Pilgrimages at the Basilica:

June - 10, - School Advisory Meeting 6:00 pm. (Rectory)
June, - 11, - First Communion Practice
June, - 14, - First Communion
June, - 23, - Bishop’s dinner for priests 5:00 – 9:00 pm.
June, - 29, - Mass for religious Freedom (Bishop 7:00 pm.)
July, - 14, - Pilgrimage from Grand Rapids, Michigan (arrive 3:oo pm. 52 pilgrims)
July, - 26, - Bishop at the 10:00 am. Mass
Sept., - 9, - CWC Convention Keynote speaker - Steubenville
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

REVERENTIAL QUIET IN THE BASILICA
It is an ancient tradition in the Church to have a reverential quiet tone in a Catholic Church –
especially in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. More and more, this tradition is being ignored in
the Basilica. Sometimes, people are trying to pray before or after Mass – we need to respect them.
Please observe a quiet tone when you are present in the Basilica.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

DECEASED PRIESTS OF DIOCESE

On Tuesday, we remember the 50th anniversary of the death of Fr. John
McGrath. Next Sunday, we remember the 26th anniversary of the death of Msgr.
Jan Kish. May God grant peace and eternal rest to these two priests and all
deceased priests who have served the people of our Diocese of Steubenville.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY BISHOP SHELDON
On Thursday, we celebrate the anniversary of Bishop Sheldon’s Episcopal
Ordination. He was ordained an Auxiliary Bishop for Cleveland on June 11, 1976.
We are grateful to him for his devotion to our Diocese of Steubenville. We
remember him in our prayers and ask the Lord to grant him better health,
happiness and peace.

______________________________________________________________________________________________

ANNUAL PARISH/SHARE CAMPAIGN
The Twenty-eighth Annual Diocesan/Parish Share Campaign has begun. This year the Diocesan
goal is $1,340,000.00. Our new Parish goal is $102,711.52. In addition to funding the Diocese, the
D/PSC provides an opportunity for us to raise funds for our own Parish needs. After the Parish goal is
reached, all other funds are returned to the Parish in the form of rebates. At the present time,
$100,235.00 has been pledged. 32% of parishioners have participated in the campaign.
I am sincerely grateful to you for your gift in the past, and I ask you to support this annual
campaign again this year. I urge you to be part of the mission of the Church. May God bless you for
all you have done in the past and for all that, with God’s grace you will do now and in the future.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT AT THE BASILICA

Jesus Christ Himself invites us to a personal visit with Him in our basilica. In the
Eucharist, Jesus fulfills His promise: "Behold I am with you always, even
to the end of the world." Eucharistic adoration is the most powerful means that we have,
to transform our lives and the life of our parish. Adoration provides the opportunity to spend
time in the presence of the very Son of God.

Silent Adoration of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament brings many riches. When we place
ourselves in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament we place ourselves before the gaze of
Christ who loves us and wants us to know that love. God comes rushing up to welcome
and embrace us, and we need to let our heart welcome His extravagant, self-risking love
that flows from heaven. In the silence of the Eucharist we enter the silence of the Father
from whom the Word eternally springs. This is what Adoration means. Come and visit

the Lord in Adoration this Wednesday and/or Friday.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

GRATITUDE FOR YOUR DONATIONS AT THIS TIME
Thank you to all of you who have been sending in your weekly
offerings either by mail, direct deposit, or by simply dropping off your
offering at the rectory. Thank you too for your generosity at the Masses last
Sunday. Your efforts are very much appreciated since it really helps our
parish to meet our church administrative expenses. God bless you for the
love that you show to our parish.
___________________________________________________________________________________

Rioters Spray Profane Graffiti on St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York fell victim to the unrest after rioters vandalized the
historic landmark. We pray for an end to such senseless destruction and violence.

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK
Tuesday,

June 9,

Saint Ephrem (Deacon & Doctor of the Church)

Ephrem was a Syrian theologian and poet who authored biblical commentaries, homilies, and
composed hymns still used today in the Syriac liturgy. He founded a theological school at Nisbi.
He is known as the “Harp of the Spirit”.
Thursday,
June 11,
Saint Barnabas (Apostle & Martyr)
Barnabas preached the Gospel in Antioch. He was a companion of Saint Paul. He attended the
Council of Jerusalem. He was martyred in the island of Cyprus.
Saturday,
June 13,
Saint Anthony of Padua (Doctor of the Church)
Anthony was born in Lisbon. He was a devoted student of scripture, and the first friar to teach
his fellow friars. He was a gifted orator and preacher and is known as the ”
Angelic Doctor”. He died in 1231.
________________________________________________________________________________________

SENVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CONCESSION
OF THE TITLE OF OUR BASILICA.

The title minor basilica was conferred upon the Church of Saint Mary of the
Assumption on June 13, 2013 by the authority of the Holy Father. The bestowal of
the title initiated a very particular bond between our parish church and the Holy
Father and set the church apart in rank from other churches.
Special spiritual benefits are attached to the designation of a church as a minor basilica. All
Catholics who are properly disposed may seek a plenary indulgence by visiting the Basilica on
specified days and by fulfilling the conditions required.

The Three Conditions To Be Fulfilled Are:

1. Sacramental Confession within 7 days prior to or following the day the
indulgence is sought,
2. Reception of Holy Communion, preferably on the day the indulgence is
sought;
3. Prayer for the intentions of the Holy Father on the day the indulgence is
sought. (One Our Father, One Hail Mary and One Glory be to the Father)
A plenary indulgence may be gained on June 13 - date of the concession of the
title of minor basilica in 2013; Feast of St. Anthony of Padua

THE BASILICA OF
SAINT MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION
506 4th STREET • MARIETTA OH 45750
(740) 373-3643
2020

June 7, 2020

Dear Parishioners,
The mystery of the Holy Trinity is the most fundamental of our faith. On it everything
else depends and from it everything else derives. The history of the Church's doctrine on the
Trinity reaches back to the earliest days of Christianity.
The most extensive declaration of the Church's teaching on the Trinity was made at the
Eleventh Synod of Toledo in Spain (675 AD), and two general councils of the Church
formulated the faith in the Trinity in specific creeds, namely the Fourth Lateran and the
Council of Florence.
Lateran declared the absolute oneness of God, who is at the same time Triune: “We firmly
believe and profess without qualification that there is only one true God, eternal, immense,
unchangeable, incomprehensible, omnipotent, and indescribable, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit; three persons but one essence and a substance or nature that is wholly simple.
The Father is from no one; the Son is from the Father only; and the Holy Spirit is from both
the Father and the Son equally. God has no beginning; He always is, and always will be.
The Father Son, and Holy Spirit are all one substance, equally great, equally all-powerful,
equally eternal.
Faith in the Trinity is the basic test of our Catholic faith as Christians, but the Trinity is
more than a test of our faith. It is also the perfect model of our love. As revelation tells us,
within the Godhead is a plurality of Persons, so that God is defined as Love because He has
within His own being, the object of love which is an Other with whom each of the Persons
can share the totality of their being.
In the Holy Trinity, we see that love by its essence is not self-centered, that love unites,
that love gives, and that love shares perfectly within the Godhead. Love is therefore as
perfect in us as it approximates the perfect sharing that constitutes the Trinity. If we use our
freedom to love others as we should, modeled on the Triune God, we shall reach that God in
eternity. This is our hope, based on our faith, and conditioned by our love.
Sincerely in the Risen Lord,

Rev. Msgr. John M. Campbell
(Rector)

EVENTS & MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Monday, June 8 ,
7:45 am. - Mass
12:05 pm. - Mass
6:15 pm. - Perpetual Help Devotions
Tuesday, June 9,
7:45 am. - Mass
12:05 pm. - Mass
7:00 pm. – Mass
Wednesday, June 10
7:45 am. - Mass
10:00 am. - School Finance Meeting
12:05 pm. - Mass

6:30 pm. - First Communion Practice
Friday, June 12,
7:45 am. - Mass
12:05 pm. - Mass
Saturday, June 13,
9:00 am. - Mass
3:30 pm. - Confessions
5:30 pm. – Mass
Sunday June 14,
8:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish
9:30 am. - Mass - (St. Henry’s)
10:00 am. – Mass 12:00 pm. – Mass – First Communion

Thursday, June 11,
7:45 am. - Mass
12:05 pm. - Mass
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Perpetual Help Devotions Resume on Monday
Perpetual Help Devotions will be celebrated on Monday evening at 6:15 pm.
Parishioners are encouraged to attend this beautiful ancient devotion to our Blessed
Mother every Monday evening. Because our Basilica is dedicated to the Blessed
Virgin, it is fitting that we offer these devotions. The Devotions are part of the
reason we are a Basilica. If you have never participated in this devotion, please come
and join us.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please pray for the members of our basilica community who
are ill, and for all of the physicians and nurses working in our
community. We sincerely thank them for their care and for all
that they do to keep us safe.

______________________________________________________________________________________________

PRAY FOR BISHOP GEORGE MURRAY
Last week, Bishop Murray - Bishop of the Diocese of Youngstown - submitted his resignation
because of health problems. Bishop Murray is being treated for leukemia for the third time since 2018.
He is a close friend of Bishop Monforton, and has been an outstanding shepherd for the Diocese of
Youngstown. We pray for him and for the people of his diocese.

THE COCVID VIRUS
This trial for the Church and the world will surely lead toward what is essential, and what is
essential is Christ. We had once felt powerful and able to do anything, and suddenly the global
pandemic has uncovered those false certainties around which we constructed our daily schedules, our
projects, our habits, our priorities.
For many people, this has been a time of anxiety, isolation and personal loss. However, for us, all
this has been a time when our pride and presumption have been challenged; and have allowed us to be
humbled. Humility is not being cast down and humiliated; rather, it is the discovery of our true
greatness that flows from the recognition that all we have and are comes from God. Humility frees us
from pride. If this time of trial enables us to grow in this virtue, foundational for the spiritual life,
then this will truly be a time of grace and renewal.
Virtual participation can never be a substitute for attending Mass and receiving the sacraments;
however, it struck me from the outset of this crisis that the hundreds of people who joined us via the
internet were motivated more by faith than curiosity. Following the prayers of Holy Mass and
maintaining the silence of Eucharistic adoration, requires of us not merely concentration — it also
demands faith and love to remain with the Lord. The lockdown regulations meant the liturgy had
been celebrated with noble simplicity. The priest in the emptiness of the basilica was placed before
the Lord alone as he prayed the words of the Mass. While this was a temporary and extraordinary
situation, I think the experience was a humbling one and may help to purify our participation in the
liturgy as we fix our gaze clearly upon the Lord.
The Mass and the sacraments can never be regarded as nonessential in our lives. As we emerge
from the lockdown, this is a time and an opportunity to give witness to the central place of the Holy
Eucharist and the sacraments in our lives.
We cannot live without the Holy Eucharist and the continual arability of the sacrament of penance.
The reopening of our churches is not merely a matter of public health; it is also a matter of spiritual
health. This is a time when we are called never to take the Mass or the sacraments for granted, and to
recognize ever more deeply the need of divine grace.
I am hopeful that the reopening of our churches will provide a purification of liturgical practice by
focusing our gaze less upon ourselves and more and more upon the Lord in His Sacrifice and Real
Presence among us. I pray that people are returning to our churches with a new seriousness, and I
hope that we will see a new reverence develop in the liturgical life of our parishes.
This testing time has led many with renewed humility to recognize, more than ever before, the vital
place of the Holy Eucharist and the sacraments in their lives. I am sure this time can also lead to a
purification in how we approach the worship of the Church and the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in
the Holy Eucharist, by turning our eyes more toward him.
In other words, this trial for the Church and the world will surely lead toward what is essential, and
what is essential is Christ, who says to us, as to every generation: “Apart from me, you can do
nothing.” I pray that this will be the lesson that we can learn from these troubled days of 2020

Amid riots, Minneapolis basilica damaged by fire
The nation’s first basilica sustained fire damage amid
the Minneapolis riots that have crippled the city after
the death of George Floyd, a black man who was killed
by a police officer May 25.
“The Basilica of Saint Mary did withstand minor
damage yesterday. No one was injured in the incident.
At the time we pray for peace and healing in our city,” a
spokesperson for the basilica said in a statement issued
May 30.
The basilica church was dedicated in 1914, as a pro-cathedral for the Archdiocese of St. Paul and
Minneapolis. It was designated a minor basilica by Pope Pius XI in 1926, the first church in the
country to be so designated. Communications director at the basilica, said that the church is focused
on praying for the city.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Forest fire in Israel endangers Basilica of the Transfiguration
A forest fire in the northern region of Israel is threatening
the Basilica of the Transfiguration of Christ, according to
local reports. The flames sprang up late Thursday at the foot
of the wooded Mount Tabor, where the transfiguration of
Christ took place.
Over the past week, dry conditions and heavy winds have
made conditions ripe for fires throughout the country. Overnight, the monks at the basilica were safely evacuated. The Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem posted that
there have been no deaths associated with the fire so far.
The Franciscans built the Basilica of the Transfiguration of Christ in 1924. The spot, upon Mount
Tabor, is where the Gospels record Christ taking three of his disciples - Peter, John, and James. Atop
the mountain, he was transfigured before them in heavenly splendor and spoke to the prophets Moses
and Elijah, who appeared alongside him.
The basilica receives hundreds of thousands of pilgrims a year and is operated by the Franciscan
Custody of the Holy Land.
______________________________________________________________________________________________

VIOLENCE, RIOTS AND LOOTING
As we look at the violence, rioting and looting in many cities across the United States, we thank
God for our Marietta police department who keep us safe and support our community. When you see
a police officer, thank him/her for his/her service to our community. The police do not have an easy
job protecting our community and each one of us in it!

