
 
Fourth Sunday of Easter – May 3, 2020 

Notes on the Gospel  

     Jesus told the Pharisees: “The thief doesn't enter the sheep 
pen through the gate. He climbs in another way.  But the shepherd of the 

flock enters through the gate.  The guard will open the gate for the shepherd. Then, the 
shepherd will call his own sheep, each by name.  They will hear his voice and follow him 
out.  After the shepherd gathers all his sheep outside the pen, he leads them.  His sheep 
follow him because they know the sound of his voice.  The sheep won't follow a stranger. 
No, they will run away because they don't know the sound of the stranger's voice. 

     Jesus used the image about the shepherd, but the Pharisees didn't understand what Jesus 
was talking about.   So, Jesus told them in a different way:  “I am the gate the flock enters!   
Everyone else is a robber.  But the sheep don't listen to them.  I am the gate!  If anyone 
enters God's Kingdom through me will find God's life!  They will go back and forth freely. 
And they will find pasture.  The thief only comes to destroy my flock.  But, I came to give 
life to my flock. God's life! 

    Imagine a house with a stone-walled courtyard.  Various sub-groupings an extended 
family occupied the "apartments" of the house. To protect the families' animals (in this case 
sheep), family members brought them into the confines of the courtyard at night.  A 
gatekeeper acted as guard for the family and its valuable assets.  The family considered 
anyone who did not enter through the gate an enemy.  Such an enemy would sneak over the 
wall in the dark of night to steal valuables and terrorize the family.   

     Using the thief and terrorist as background, Jesus introduced the image of the good 
shepherd.  The good shepherd entered through the gate, as he was recognized by the 
gatekeeper.  The good shepherd loved his sheep.  He called them with a special sound and 
he had a name for each of them.  The good shepherd walked in front of the flock and they 
followed.  Jesus evoked a sense of trust for the shepherd.  The gatekeeper and the sheep 
both believed in the shepherd.  But, the sheep would not follow one who stole or 
intimidated the flock.  

    Jesus cut to the heart of the matter. Who led the faithful to God's Kingdom, the Pharisees 
or Jesus?  Both agreed that God established a covenant relationship with his people build 
upon mutual self-giving.  God intervened in history to save and guide his people.  His 
people, in turned, owed him fidelity.  But, the Pharisees and Jesus represented two different 
types of fidelity. 

     As the leaders of a Law-keeping community, the Pharisees saw themselves as interpreters 
and judges.  They led through legislation, striving to create a "fence around the Torah", 
controlling every aspect of daily life.  Jesus countered this approach with faith.  If one could  
trust in Jesus who pleases His Father.  The sinner, the outcast, and the Gentile simply 
aligned themselves with Christ and approached the Father through Christ.  Relationship 
replaced adherence as the road to fidelity.  Jesus presented himself as the "Good Shepherd," 
the messenger who could bring all God's people together in hope.  



 

PILGRIMAGES  TO  THE  BASILICA 
          The Basilica of Saint Mary of the Assumption welcomes all 
visitors encouraging them to come, pray, and enjoy our beautiful 
church.   If you are a member of a group who would like to tour our 
Basilica or make a spiritual pilgrimage, please let us know how we 
can be of assistance. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
                Special Events & Scheduled Pilgrimages at the Basilica:  
 
May           -   20, -  Parkersburg Catholic Baccalaureate Mass & Reception   
May           -   21, -  Saint Mary Graduation Mass & Reception 
May           -   31, -  Confirmation (Noon Mass – (Bishop Monforton) 
June          -    23, -  Bishop’s dinner for priests 6:00 – 9:00 pm.                                                             
June           -   24, -  Diocesan pilgrimage to the Basilica 
Sept.          -     9, -  CWC Convention Keynote speaker 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________                 

REVERENTIAL QUIET IN THE BASILICA 
 
     It is an ancient tradition in the Church to have a reverential quiet tone in a Catholic Church – 
especially in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  More and more, this tradition is being ignored in 
the Basilica.  Sometimes, people are trying to pray before or after Mass – we need to respect them.  
Please observe a quiet tone when you are present in the Basilica.                                                                              
______________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                  

        DECEASED PRIESTS OF DIOCESE      
 
Today, we remember the 28th anniversary of the death of Fr. Joseph 

Saraceno.  On Monday, we remember the 47th anniversary of the death of Fr. 
Rudolph Wargo.  On Wednesday, we remember the7th anniversary of the death 

of Msgr. Paul Metzger.  May God grant peace and eternal memory to these priests who served the 
people ofour Diocese of Steubenville. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________                                

ANNUAL PARISH/SHARE CAMPAIGN 
 
     The Twenty-eighth Annual Diocesan/Parish Share Campaign has begun.  This year the Diocesan 
goal is $1,340,000.00.  Our new Parish goal is $102,711.52.  In addition to funding the Diocese, the 
D/PSC provides an opportunity for us to raise funds for our own Parish needs.  After the Parish goal is 
reached, all other funds are returned to the Parish in the form of rebates.   
 
     I am sincerely grateful to you for your gift in the past, and I ask you to support this annual 
campaign again this year.  I urge you to be part of the mission of the Church.  May God bless you for 
all you have done in the past and for all that, with God’s grace you will do now and in the future.                     
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
ADORATION  OF  THE  BLESSED  SACRAMENT  AT  THE  BASILICA                
      

     The Eucharist is Jesus Christ Himself, and He invites us to a personal visit with Him 
in our basilica.  In the Eucharist, Jesus fulfills His promise: "Behold I am with you 
always, even     

    to the end of the world."  Eucharistic adoration is the most powerful means that we 
have, to transform our lives and the life of our parish.   Adoration provides the 
opportunity to spend time in the presence of the very Son of God. 

 
     Silent Adoration of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament brings many riches.  When we place 
ourselves in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament we place ourselves before the gaze of 
Christ who loves us and wants us to know that love.  God comes rushing up to welcome 
and embrace us, and we need to let our heart welcome His extravagant, self-risking love 
that flows from heaven.  In the silence of the Eucharist we enter the silence of the Father 
from whom the Word eternally springs.  This is what Adoration means.   Come and visit  
the Lord in Adoration this Wednesday and/or Friday.                                     
__________________________________________________________________________________________   

 GRATITUDE FOR YOUR DONATION AT THIS TIME 

          Thank you to all of you have been sending in your weekly offerings 
either by mail, direct deposit, or by simply dropping off your offering at 
the rectory.  Your efforts are very much appreciated since it really helps our 
parish to meet our church administrative expenses.  God bless you for the 
love that you show to our parish. 

      ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
     “What is not possible to us by nature, let us ask the Lord to supply by the help of his grace. If we 
wish to reach eternal life, even as we avoid the torments of hell, then—while there is still time, 
while we are in this body and have time to accomplish all these things by the light of life—we must 
run and do now what will profit us forever.” 

 

— The Rule of St. Benedict 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Edith Stein - Jewish-German nun, theologian and philosopher 
 
     “You cannot help here or there like the physician, the 
nurse, the priest. You can be at all fronts, wherever there 
is grief, in the power of the cross. Your compassionate 
love takes you everywhere, this love from the divine 
heart.” 
 

                                 — Letter of St. Benedicta of the Cross to her sisters in Carmel    
___________________________________________________________________________________                                          
 



 

                                                   THE BASILICA OF 
SAINT MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION 

506 4th STREET • MARIETTA OH 45750  
(740)   373-3643                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                  April 26, 2020 
 

Dear Parishioners, 

    In the Gospel this week, Jesus compared himself to the gate of the sheep courtyard.  He 
controlled access.  All others would have to climb the walls and take the sheep by force. 
Those who preceded Jesus (presumably the Pharisees) stole the sheep and persecuted the 
family.  Unlike the thief and persecutor, Jesus provided salvation, freedom, and spiritual 
sustenance.  He came to give his followers a full and complete life, for he gave them eternal 
life.  Jesus declared He not only brought the message of God's intimacy, He stood as its 
means.  Without Christ, the Church fails to exist.  With Christ, the faithful touch God's 
Kingdom, for he is the presence of the Kingdom to all. 

     The Spirit gathers all believers into Christ's body.  The Spirit empowers leadership to 
proclaims God's Word and act in the place of Christ at sacramental worship.  The spirit 
makes Christ present to the Church, especially at Eucharist. Through the Spirit, Christ 
reaches out, brings all people to himself, and presents them to the Father. 

     With one changed word, John painted the scene that rang true with his audience. Sheep 
were normally field animals, held in countryside corrals.  By changing the term "corral" to 
"courtyard", John turned sheep into household pets.  He also transformed a rural pen with 
wood fences into an urban apartment house with stone walls.  

     The early Church communities and the Jewish synagogues gathered as "houses" (i.e., 
extended families) whose strength faced a hostile, pagan world.  A community of believers, 
whether Jewish or Christian, could combine talent and treasure to survive in a foreign 
environment.  A synagogue or a Christian church also possessed its own world view and 
cultural practices that gave it a unique flavor, just like a proud family. 

     At the time John's gospel was completed, however, Christianity just began to break away 
from Judaism.  In the eyes of pagan society, Christianity stood as a cult within Judaism. 
Hence, in-fighting broke out between the groups.  So, according to John, the Pharisees 
(leaders in the Jewish synagogues) strove to "reconvert" Jewish Christians (steal sheep) and 
persecute an excommunicated Christian community (terrorize the sheep). 

     We are the flock of the Lord. But, like sheep, we can wander off in our own direction.    
Jesus brings us back, like a good shepherd.  And he gives us a true way to the Father. His 
very self!                    
                                                                                                            Sincerely in the Risen Lord,                       
                                                                                              

                                                                                                             Rev. Msgr. John M. Campbell 



 
Franciscan University to cover fall 2020 tuition costs for incoming students 

 

     Franciscan University of Steubenville will be covering 
tuition costs for all incoming freshmen and transfer 
students in fall 2020 in response to the coronavirus 
pandemic.  

     President Father Dave Pivonka announced April 21 that 
the university would cover the remainder of incoming full-
time undergraduates’ tuition costs, after scholarships and 
grants.  “We’ve heard from many students whose concerns 
over the pandemic are making the decision to leave home 

for college more difficult.  Also, many families and students have seen their ability to pay for college 
evaporate due to the economic impact of the coronavirus,” Pivonka said.  “We hope this unique 
response will help them to overcome these obstacles and uncertainties and step out in faith with us.” 

     "We've talked to families who the parents have lost their jobs, and talked to people who have had 
the virus, and we don't want that to be a barrier...So for every new student, we're making sure that we 
cover 100% of tuition after scholarships and grants for the fall semester."   The university will be 
providing an additional $1,000 for returning undergraduates and $500 for graduating seniors. 

     “Our patron, St. Francis of Assisi, had a deep concern for those in need, and as a Franciscan 
university, we seek to follow his example in caring for those entrusted to us. While we always strive to 
keep our tuition affordable, we decided we needed to do more in light of the severe difficulties so 
many are facing this year,” he said.                                                                                                          
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Oldest Cathedral in South Africa Desecrated  

 
     “It is with great sadness and alarm that we confirm the 
news that has been doing the rounds on Social Media, that the 
Cathedral had been vandalized and that a ciborium, a pyx, 
four silver candelabra, a gold plated chalice, and two gold 
plated patens have been stolen together with some money 
from the votive candles box”, said Auxiliary Bishop of Cape 
Town Archdiocese, Sylvester David.  The bishop confirmed 
that Our Lady of the Flight into Egypt Cathedral of South 

Africa’s Cape Town Archdiocese was desecrated on the night of April 18.  Archbishop David added: 
“The consecrated hosts from the ciborium have been left inside the tabernacle but the host from the 
pyx has been removed.  There has been desecration”. 
 

     It is the oldest cathedral in South Africa and is therefore considered the mother church to all 
Catholics in Southern Africa, the Cathedral was consecrated on the eve of the Feast of Our Lady of the 
Flight into Egypt on April 28, 1851.  It is located in Cape Town city, directly opposite the Parliament 
Houses.  “The church has been closed according to regulations to curb Covid-19. 



 

Bishops unite to consecrate US and Canada to Mary 
 
     The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has announced it will join 
the Canadian bishops on May 1 in consecrating the two nations to the care of 
the Blessed Mother under the title “Mary, Mother of the Church”.  
 
     “This will give the church the occasion to pray for Our Lady’s continued 
protection of the vulnerable, healing of the unwell and wisdom for those who 
work to cure this terrible virus,” Los Angeles Archbishop Jose Gomez, president 
of the US conference, said in a letter to the US bishops. 

     Each year, the Church seeks the special intercession of the Mother of God 
during the month of May.  “This year, we seek the assistance of Our Lady all the more earnestly as we 
face together the effects of the global pandemic,” he said. 

     This consecration reaffirms the bishops’ previous consecrations of the United States to Mary. In 
1792, the first bishop of the US, Bishop John Carroll, consecrated the nation to Mary under the title 
Immaculate Conception, and in 1846, the bishops unanimously chose Mary under that title as the 
patroness of the nation.   In 1959, Cardinal Patrick O’Boyle of Washington again consecrated the 
United States to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  Archbishop Gomez will lead the prayer of 
reconsecration and has invited the bishops to join in from their respective dioceses and asked them to 
extend the invitation to the faithful in their dioceses for their participation.                                                               
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cardinal: Beware of ‘Self-Pity’ Over Church Closures 
     LONDON, England — English Catholics must avoid “any sense of self-pity” over church closures, 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols said at a Mass honoring workers in hospitals and care homes.  Speaking via 
livestream in an empty Westminster Cathedral in London Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of 
Westminster and head of the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, paid tribute to the “quiet 
heroes” on the front line of the coronavirus crisis.  “For most of us, our part in this effort is so 
different,” the cardinal said.  “Yes, deprivations are placed on us, including not being able, as yet, to 
return to our churches and sacraments, a deprivation we feel very deeply indeed.  Yet we beware of 
any sense of self-pity as we play our part in these life-saving disciplines.” 
     The cardinal told Catholics watching online that “In all of this we are comforted by the unwavering 
presence of our Blessed Lord.  We must have eyes to see Him in every place, in every moment. Our 
prayer must be steadfast, for there is no doubt that the power of God is both needed and moving in 
this epic struggle.  This evening we renew that prayer for God’s strength and inspiration for these 
quiet heroes of today even as we get ready to applaud them.”                                                                                            
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

POPE FRANCIS TWEETS:  “The pandemic reminds us there are no differences or 
borders between those who suffer. We are all frail, all equal, all precious. May we be 
profoundly shaken: Now is the time to eliminate inequalities and heal the injustice 
undermining the health of the entire human family!”                                                



 

     Ordination Study Gives Hope for Vocations in United States 
 
     The release of the study of the Ordination Class of 2020 reveals a sign of life and hope in the Church 
in the United States, despite the midst of uncertainty in the world brought by the Coronavirus 
pandemic. At a moment when the faithful are prone to despair and struggle with the sadness of not 
having the sacraments available, and the public celebration of the Mass suspended, this profile of the 
2020 Ordination  
Class is a ray of light.  It is a tangible sign of God’s continued care for His Church.  As a part of its 
mandate, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee on Clergy, Consecrated Life 
and Vocations sponsors an annual survey, in conjunction with the Center for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate (CARA), of the members of the current year’s Ordination Class.  Each of the men to be 
ordained in the coming months shows the loving work of God to sustain His Church through the 
calling of new priests to minister the Sacraments and preach the Good News.  The survey shows a 
wide variety of men from varied backgrounds who have all responded to God’s call to serve His 
people.  Below is a summary of the results of the findings of the CARA study. 
 
     This year, 77% of the 448 identified members of the Ordination Class of 2020 responded to the 
survey. Of those responding, 82% will be ordained to the diocesan priesthood and 18% will be 
ordained to the priesthood for an institute of religious life or society of apostolic life. Some of the 
major findings of the report are: 
 
•  The average age of the Ordination Class of 2020 is 34 years old. On average, the respondents were 16 
years old when they first considered the priesthood. 
 
•  Two-thirds of the respondents (67%) are Caucasian; one in six (16%) is Hispanic/Latino; one in ten 
(10%) is Asian/Pacific Islander/Native Hawaiian; one in twenty (6%) is African/African 
American/black. 
 
•  Between 35% and 44% of all respondents attended a Catholic school for at least some part of their 
schooling. 
 
•  Seven in ten respondents (72%) participated in Eucharistic Adoration on a regular basis before 
entering the seminary, a similar proportion (70%) prayed the rosary, more than two in five (44%) 
attended prayer group/Bible study, and two in five (38%) participated in high school retreats. 
•  Seven in ten respondents (73%) served as altar servers before entering the seminary. Half (50%) 
served as lectors. Four in ten (40%) served as extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion. 
 
• Nine in ten respondents (89%) were encouraged to consider the priesthood by someone in their life, 
most frequently a parish priest, friend, or another parishioner. 
______________________________________________________________________________________                                       
SAINT MARY SCHOOL NEWS:       
 
     Diocesan Catholic schools will continue classes remotely, following Ohio Gov. Mike 
DeWine's announcement today, stating that students will continue to go to school remotely for 
the rest of the school year.  Plans for school in the fall have not been made at this time.                          



 
 W E L C O M E  S E M I N A R I A N  J O S E P H  H A H N   
      
On Friday of this past week, seminarian Joseph Hahn arrived at the Basilica for a summer 
assignment.  Joe is studying at: Sacred Heart Seminary in Detroit.  He is a parishioner of Saint 
Peter Parish in Steubenville.  His birthday is June 30.  We are happy to have Joe with us, and 

pray that he will enjoy his assignment in Marietta.  May God bless his work here.                              
________________________________________________________________________________

Catholic Bishops of Ohio Extend Suspension of 
All Publicly Celebrated Masses/Liturgies 
Through May 29, 2020 

Hope for publicly celebrating together the Solemnity of 
Pentecost on the weekend of May 30/31 

     In a letter dated April 28, 2020, the Catholic Bishops of Ohio have extended the temporary 
suspension of all publicly celebrated Masses/liturgies through May 29th.   They hope to be able to 
publicly celebrate the Solemnity of Pentecost on the weekend of May 30/31. Each of the bishops of 
Ohio, once again, dispense the Catholic faithful who reside in their respective dioceses and all other 
Catholics currently in their territories from the obligation of attending Sunday Mass during this time. 
Each bishop will be working with their pastoral teams to consider reasonable, gradual and responsible 
initiatives for welcoming back the faithful, in time, to Sunday Mass. They are encouraging individual 
dioceses and their respective pastors and parishioners to begin to work to establish plans which 
respect social distancing and other requirements for the safety of all.                                                                                                                  
______________________________________________________________________________________________       

   Pope Francis Creates John Paul I Vatican Foundation 
 
     Pope Francis has instituted the John Paul I Vatican 
Foundation, in accordance with the Code of Canon Law and the 
fundamental Law of the Vatican City State, thus accepting the 
proposal to create a body intended to study further the person, 
thought and teachings of his venerable Predecessor, Pope John 
Paul I – Albino Luciani (26 August 1978 – 28 September 1978) – 
and to promote the study of his writings.  more particularly, the 
Foundation aims to: 

– protect and preserve the cultural and religious heritage of Pope John Paul I;   
– promote initiatives such as conferences, meetings, seminars and study sessions; 
– establish prizes and scholarships; 
– to carry out editorial activity through the publication of both the results of its own studies and 
research and the works of third parties; 
– to propose itself as a point of reference, in Italy and abroad, for those working in the same field and 
with the same aims (Statute, art. 2). 


