
 
          Easter Sunday - April 12, 2020 

Notes on the Gospel  

     Early Sunday morning while it was still dark, Mary Magdelene 
walked to the tomb.  There she saw the stone that covered the tomb was removed.  She ran to 
Simon Peter and the disciple Jesus loved. "They've taken the Lord from the tomb," she 
exclaimed, "and we don't know where they have put his body!"  Peter and John ran to the 
tomb.  At first, the two ran side by side.  But, John ran ahead of Peter and got to the tomb 
first.  He bent down and saw the linen strips used to tie the body for burial just lying there. 
But he did not go into the tomb.  Peter (as head of the Church) came behind him and entered 
the tomb.  He saw the linen strips and the piece of cloth used to tie around the head.  Then, 
the other disciple entered the tomb and believed what he saw.   

     This resurrection scene from John's gospel emphasized the empty tomb as a cause for 
faith, not the appearance of Jesus.  Later, the vision of the risen Lord would cause others to 
believe (Mary Magdalene in John 20:14-18 and Thomas 20:26-28).  Why was the empty tomb 
so important?  The audience of John had been ejected from the synagogues throughout the 
empire and had endured prejudice by the Jewish population. One of the attacks on John's 
audience was a challenge to veracity. "Did your Jesus really rise from the dead?"  Jewish 
critics could have exclaimed.  "Prove it!" 

     Witness to the empty tomb during burial rites would have supported Christian claims for 
their Lord.  Especially within a tradition that prized the service of those who cared for the 
dead, despite the fact that such care made one "unclean."  Preparing the body for burial was a 
cultural privilege and duty that ranked with care for the widows and orphans.  Caring for 
the dead elevated one's reputation.  The discovery of the empty tomb took place in the 
context of a charitable act.  This alone cast the scepter of shame on those who publicly 
criticized Christians. 

     John added another twist.  There were two male witnesses to the event (which, in an 
ancient Jewish court of law, verified the fact of the case).  With two male witnesses to the 
empty tomb, the onus was back upon the critic.  The Christian could claim, "We know the 
body from a sealed tomb was missing."  It would have been only a small leap of faith to 
conclude the Lord had truly risen!  The vision of the angels to a woman and the appearance 
of a dead man to his followers could not be so easily dismissed as the signs of lunacy or a 
mass hallucination. 

     Only John - the disciple whom the Lord loved believed - made the connection between 
the empty tomb and the Lord's resurrection.  The key to understanding John’s faith is the 
phrase "the one Jesus loved."  In John's gospel, Jesus revealed himself to those he loved.      
After the resurrection, John was the first to understand, then Mary Magdalene (20:14-17), 
next the other disciples and Thomas (20:19-29), and finally, Peter by name (21:1-23).  Those 
who fully believed in the time of testing were those who said "yes' to the Lord and who 
understood the full impact of the empty tomb.  Those who abandoned the Lord in his hour 
were the last to come to faith.  The Lord loved all who followed him completely.   



 

PILGRIMAGES  TO  THE  BASILICA 

          The Basilica of Saint Mary of the Assumption welcomes all 
visitors encouraging them to come, pray, and enjoy our beautiful 
church.   If you are a member of a group who would like to tour our 
Basilica or make a spiritual pilgrimage, please let us know how we 
can be of assistance. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
                Special Events & Scheduled Pilgrimages at the Basilica:  
 
May           -     3, -  First Communion (St. Mary’s) 
May           -   10, -  Mother’s Day dinner – Saint Henry’s  
May           -   17, -  50th Ordination Mass & Reception of Fr. Dale Tornes 
May           -   20, -  Parkersburg Catholic Baccalaureate Mass & Reception   
May           -   21, -  Saint Mary Graduation Mass & Reception 
May           -   31, -  Confirmation (Noon Mass – (Bishop Monforton) 
June           -   24, -  Diocesan pilgrimage to the Basilica 
Sept.          -     9, -  CWC Convention Keynote speaker 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________                 

REVERENTIAL QUIET IN THE BASILICA 
 
     It is an ancient tradition in the Church to have a reverential quiet tone in a Catholic Church – 
especially in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  More and more, this tradition is being ignored in 
the Basilica.  Sometimes, people are trying to pray before or after Mass – we need to respect them.  
Please observe a quiet tone when you are present in the Basilica.                                                                              
______________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                  

        DECEASED PRIESTS OF DIOCESE      
 

     On Monday, we remember the 34th anniversary of the death of Msgr. 
Aloysius Berendt.  On Wednesday, we remember the 42nd anniversary of the 
death of Bishop John King Mussio – (our first bishop).  On Saturday, we 

remember the 72nd anniversary of the death of Fr. Herman Tague.  May God grant peace and eternal 
memory to these two priests and Bishop Mussio who served our Diocese of Steubenville. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________                                

ANNUAL PARISH/SHARE CAMPAIGN 
 
     The Twenty-eighth Annual Diocesan/Parish Share Campaign has begun.  This year the Diocesan 
goal is $1,340,000.00.  Our new Parish goal is $102,711.52.  In addition to funding the Diocese, the 
D/PSC provides an opportunity for us to raise funds for our own Parish needs.  After the Parish goal is 
reached, all other funds are returned to the Parish in the form of rebates.   
 
     I am sincerely grateful to you for your gift in the past, and I ask you to support this annual 
campaign again this year.  I urge you to be part of the mission of the Church.  May God bless you for 
all you have done in the past and for all that, with God’s grace you will do now and in the future.  

 



 
ADORATION  OF  THE  BLESSED  SACRAMENT  AT  THE  BASILICA                
      
     The Eucharist is Jesus Christ Himself, and He invites us to a personal visit with Him in 

our basilica.  In the Eucharist, Jesus fulfills His promise: "Behold I am with you always, even     
    to the end of the world."  Eucharistic adoration is the most powerful means that we have, to 

transform our lives and the life of our parish.   Adoration provides the opportunity to spend 
time in the presence of the very Son of God. 

 
Silent Adoration of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament brings many riches.  When we place 
ourselves in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament we place ourselves before the gaze of 
Christ who loves us and wants us to know that love.  God comes rushing up to welcome 
and embrace us, and we need to let our heart welcome His extravagant, self-risking love 
that flows from heaven.  In the silence of the Eucharist we enter the silence of the Father 
from whom the Word eternally springs.  This is what Adoration means.   Come and visit the 
Lord in Adoration this Wednesday and/or Friday.                                     
__________________________________________________________________________________________   

 GRATITUDE FOR YOUR DONATION AT THIS TIME 

          Several of you have been sending in your weekly offerings.  It is very 
much appreciated since it really helps our parish to meet our churches 
administrative expenses.  God bless you for the love that you show to our 
parish.                                                           

___________________________________________________________________________________   

Pope’s vicar-general tests positive for coronavirus 
     The Pope’s Vicar for Rome has tested positive 
for COVID-19, making him the highest-ranking 
member of the Church hierarchy to have 
contracted the coronavirus.  Cardinal Angelo De 
Donatis administers the Rome Diocese on 
behalf of Pope Francis, acting as his vicar-
general.  The cardinal was admitted to the 
Gemelli hospital on Monday and although 
displaying symptoms of a fever is in a generally 

good condition.  “I am also experiencing this trial, I am at peace and confident”, Cardinal De Donatis 
said in a statement.  “I entrust myself to the Lord, and to the prayers of all you, dear faithful of Rome!” 
He added: “I live this moment as an opportunity that Providence has given me to share in the 
sufferings of so many brothers and sisters.  I am offering my prayer for them, for the whole diocesan 
community, and for the people of the City of Rome”. 

     Francis, however, has been tested for COVID-19 and the result was negative.  He is understood not 
to have had contact with the official who tested positive, and since the beginning of March has been 
taking meals privately and not in the communal dining area.  Everyone who meets the Pope must first 
wash their hands with sanitizer. 



 

                                                THE BASILICA OF 
SAINT MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION 

506 4th STREET • MARIETTA OH 45750  
(740)   373-3643                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                  April 12, 2020 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
     Two thousand years ago, early in the morning, death and darkness were shattered by the brilliant 
light and power of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The apostles responded with fear and wonder as 
the joyful news of the resurrection was proclaimed by Mary Magdalene.  She was honored as the first 
herald of the resurrection of the Lord our Savior.  Today, with the Virgin Mary, with Mary Magdalene, 
with the Eleven Apostles and with the billions who followed, we celebrate the resurrection of Christ, 
our Savior, with great joy and excitement. 
 
     Even though our joy and celebration is dimmed by the restrictions caused by the coronavirus,      
victory is the word of the day; the victory of good over evil, of life over death, of love over hatred, of 
generosity over selfishness, of trust over fear and of joy over sadness.  This victory, joy and hope of the 
resurrection of our Savior must radiate in all of us – despite the virus restriction - in our words and our 
actions every day and every hour of our lives. 
 
     The world today is in denial of the reality, joy and power brought about by the resurrection of 
Christ.  Our modern society is so obsessed with rationalism and materialism, that there is no room for 
spiritual things.  We tend to analyze and try to prove everything to such a degree that we have lost our 
sense of the sacred.  As long as the disciples on the Road to Emmaus were trying to figure things out, 
they did not recognize the risen Jesus.  But when He entered their home and sat at table with them, 
they recognized Him immediately in the breaking of the bread. (Luke 24:33-35)   
  
     With those two disciples, may each of us recognize Jesus in the Eucharist of Easter – the Breaking of 
the Bread – which we long for.  The Holy Spirit, dwelling in our hearts, wants to lead us to recognize 
Jesus more clearly.  But before that can happen, we must give Him the control of our lives.  As long as 
we keep the control, the Holy Spirit cannot take control.  As long as we are doing things our way, we 
are not doing them “God’s way”.   
 
     The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the very basis of our Catholic faith.  It is the sacred duty of each 
of us to celebrate, live and proclaim the resurrection of Christ.  We can be, and must be, the witnesses 
of Christ’s resurrection today. This Easter give control of your lives over to God.  Be empowered by the 
Holy Spirit who commissions each of us to live and proclaim what we profess to believe.  Bring that 
light of the Risen Lord to the darkness and culture of death which is hindering our world like a deep 
dense fog. 
 
                                                                                                                              Sincerely in the Risen Lord, 

                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                         Rev. Msgr. John M. Campbell 



 

Fanatics in Iraq Still Dream of Removing Christians 
     More than three years on from the defeat of (ISIS), Islamists 
in Iraq are as determined as ever to rid their towns and cities of 
Christians – according to a senior bishop, who has warned of a 
surge in extremism. 
 
     Chaldean Catholic Archbishop Najeeb Michaeel Moussa of 
Mosul and Akra said that the Islamist mindset means many 
Mosul Christians displaced by ISIS are too afraid to go back. 
 

     He said: “The fanatical ideology continues to reign in many minds, and some people are still 
dreaming of driving all the Christians out of their historical dwelling places.  His greatest fear, and one 
which prevents Christians from returning to their former homes in Mosul, is that of seeing the 
renewed growth of Islamic fundamentalism.” 
 
     According to the archbishop, Christians and other religious minorities need “the disappearance of 
the imposition of the Shari‘a [Islamic law] within the Iraqi legislation.  The school textbooks and the 
sectarian preaching in the mosques are a source of social and political division.  “The separation of 
politics and religion would be a blessing, and could certainly ease the Calvary that the Christians have 
been so painfully enduring ever since the seventh century.” 
 
     Archbishop Moussa said that Christians wanted to live in an Iraq where they are treated with 
respect and not persecuted for their religious beliefs.  He said: “The hope of the Christians is to be able 
to live in peace in their own country on the basis of equality of rights and duties, on exactly the same 
basis as the other Iraqis and not as second-class citizens or as dhimmis [the discriminatory status given 
to non-Muslims].  “They continue to demand their rights for the revision of certain unjust laws, for 
example, the forced conversion to Islam of young underage girls, if one of the parents should become a 
Muslim.” 
 
     The archbishop said Christians need equal opportunities at work and that some jobs are not open to 
them.  He said: “The Christians are also demanding the right to equality of the sexes with regard to 
matters of inheritance, marriage, freedom of religion and so forth…  But he added: “Personally, I am 
optimistic regarding the future of the Christians in Nineveh and in Iraq. Through education and 
culture, we can overcome obscurantism and violence.”                                                                                                    
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Eastern Catholic Churches Bring Rich Tradition to Holy Week 
     It may surprise some people to know what a big family the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church 
is, with many different rites as branches on our family tree.  As the early Church spread, cultural 
traditions formed around liturgical practices while keeping essential doctrines intact.  The Catechism 

of the Catholic Church (1203) lists seven rites: Latin (principally the 
Roman Rite) and the Byzantine, Alexandrian or Coptic, Syriac, Armenian, 
Maronite and Chaldean Rites.  These Catholic rites fall under the 
authority of the pope, although they have their own bishops, but all are 
equal. “… Holy Mother Church holds all lawfully recognized rites to be 



 
of equal right and dignity” (Catechism, 1203).  Through Rome, Fr. Mike was granted faculties in the 
Byzantine Archeparchy of Pittsburgh. 

Cardinal Parolin Says He Hopes Closed Churches Will Reopen Soon 

 

     The Vatican Secretary of State said Friday that he hoped 
churches closed because of the coronavirus crisis would be 
reopened “as soon as possible.”  Cardinal Pietro Parolin also said 
he was disturbed by reports of Catholics dying without the 
Sacrament of the Sick and expressed concern about the disease’s 
impact on impoverished countries.  

     The cardinal said: “The suspension of celebrating the liturgy 
was necessary to avoid large gatherings.  However, in almost every city, churches remain open.  I hope 
those that may have been closed will reopen as soon as possible.  Jesus is present there in the 
Eucharist; priests continue to pray and celebrate Holy Mass for the faithful who cannot participate 
there.  It is nice to think that the doors to God’s house remain open, just as the doors of our houses 
remain open, even though we are strongly encouraged not to go out except for essential reasons.”  
 
     Cardinal Parolin acknowledged the suffering of Catholics who are currently deprived of the 
Sacraments because they are living under lockdown.  “I would like to say that I share their sorrow,” he 
said. “But I would like to recall the possibility of making a spiritual communion, for example.”  
 
     There is also another aspect that must be highlighted and reinforced.  It is possible for everyone to 
pray with the Word of God; to read, to contemplate, to welcome the Word who is coming.  With His 
Word, God has filled the void that frightens us in these hours.  God communicated Himself in Jesus, 
the complete and definitive Word.  We must not simply fill time, but fill ourselves with the Word.” 
 
     “Unfortunately,” he said, “we are facing a pandemic and the virus is spreading like wildfire.  On the 
one hand, we see how many extraordinary efforts are being made by developed countries.  Many 
sacrifices have been made by ordinary individuals, families and national economies, to effectively 
tackle the health crisis and combat the spread of the virus.”  
 
     He explained that Vatican officials were seeking to ensure that as many people as possible could 
follow the liturgies of the Easter Triduum while confined to their homes.  “We have studied different 
options than the traditional ones,” he said.  “In fact, it will not be possible to welcome pilgrims, as has 
always been the case.  In full respect of the regulations to avoid infection, we will try to celebrate the 
great Rites of the Easter Triduum in order to accompany all those who, unfortunately, will not be able 
to go to church.” 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THOUGHT FOR TODAY 
“God is in the midst of us, and it seems that we do not recognize him. He is in our neighbor 
and desires to be served, loved, and honored in him and he will reward us more than if we 
served him in person. How do I behave toward my neighbor? How toward my brothers?” 

 

— St. Claude de la Columbiere  



 

SILENCE BEFORE GOD 
     Silence is a rare gift in today’s world.  Those who live alone can experience enforced silence and 
crave communication with another person.  The virus has forced some of us into an experience of 
silence.  Silence is not merely an absence of noise, but an attitude of consciousness turned toward God 
and one another.  Silence provides the space in which we realize that God is present – that as our coat 
of arms states “Christ is among us – He is and always will be”.   Saint Teresa of Calcutta said: “We 
need to find God, and He cannot be found in noise and restlessness.  God is the friend of silence.  See 
how nature – trees, flowers, grass = grows in silence; see the stars, the moon and the sun, how they 
move in silence.”  We need silence to be able to be touched by God.  Silence is not the absence of noise 
by the abode of God.                                                                      
_____________________________________________________________________________________________   

     The Depths of Christ’s Suffering 
     Throughout Holy Week, we remember and commemorate all of the 
many aspects of Our Lord’s passion, -His suffering and death for all 
humanity — not only Our Lord’s physical suffering, but also his emotional 
and even spiritual suffering.  Alongside the bodily pains Jesus suffered on 
his way to Calvary, He also experienced emotional pains related to being 
betrayed and abandoned by His friends as well as the spiritual desolation 
of being rejected by His fellow Israelites, especially the religious leaders 

of Judah.  
 
     Of these various aspects of Our Lord’s passion, it is perhaps this last kind that we think about the 
least.  The spiritual sufferings that Our Lord endured through his rejection by the chief priests and 
elders was no less real than his physical and emotional suffering.  Matthew’s description of Jesus’ trial 
attributed a sinister and unjust motive to the members of the Sanhedrin: They “kept trying to 
obtain false testimony against Jesus in order to put him to death” (26:59).  Matthew suggests that they 
persisted in this endeavor for quite some time when he mentions that although many false witnesses 
came forward, it was unusable since none agreed in their testimony (26:60).  The members of the 
Sanhedrin were concerned with fulfilling the prescripts of the law that two witnesses had to agree to 
convict someone of a crime.  From Christ’s perspective, the very people whom he had come to save and 
with whom He desired to share a deeper knowledge of His Father, conspired to kill Him and were 
willing to pervert the Law to do so.  The very gift that the Father had given them as a means of 
remaining close to Him became the means of their alienation from Him, and that caused Christ 
spiritual suffering.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bergamo bishop: In coronavirus, churches as mortuaries an 'act of tenderness' 
 

     The bishop at the epicenter of Italy’s coronavirus outbreak has said churches are serving as make-
shift mortuaries as there are so many dead bodies “you do not know where to put them anymore.”  The   
bishop said the use of churches “is an act of tenderness towards people who die alone and [whose] 
bodies are likely to remain piled up.”  The presence of the bodies in the church “is a gift of respect and 
concern,” he added. 



 
 

Ireland's Msgr. Hugh O'Flaherty, a Vatican 'defender of the weak' 

 
     Msgr. Hugh O'Flaherty, an Irish priest who hid Italian Jews from the Nazis and went on to baptize 
the former head of the Gestapo in Rome, is world renowned for the heroism he displayed during and 
after World War II.  They called him the "Scarlet Pimpernel of the Vatican." 
 
     Many of his exploits were portrayed in the 1983 movie "The Scarlet and the Black."  But more details 
could soon be revealed to the public, as the Vatican archives from the pontificate of Pius XII (1939 - 
1958) were recently opened to historians, and mention of O'Flaherty's work is sure to draw the interest 
of scholars. 
 
     Born in County Cork in 1898, O'Flaherty grew up in Killarney playing golf on the course where his 
father worked as a steward before discerning his vocation to the priesthood.  As a seminarian, 
O'Flaherty studied theology in Rome at the Urban College of the Congregation for the Propagation of 
the Faith, and went on to earn doctorates in both canon law and philosophy in Rome. 
 
     He was ordained to the priesthood in 1925, and became a Vatican diplomat during which time he 
served in posts in Haiti, Egypt, and Czechoslovakia.  During World War II, O'Flaherty lived in the 
German College inside Vatican City State, and worked at the Congregation of the Doctrine of Faith, 
then known at the Holy Office.  The Holy See assigned O'Flaherty the task of visiting the Italian 
prisoner of war camps, where he brought books, cigarettes, chocolate, and hope to the English-
speaking Allied prisoners, according to the Hugh O'Flaherty Memorial Society.  After these visits, the 
priest used Vatican Radio to contact the prisoners' relatives. 
 
     When the Nazis occupied Rome for nine months following the fall of Mussolini, O'Flaherty created 
what came to be known as the "Rome Escape Line" a network of priests, diplomats, and expatriates in 
Rome who helped to hide more than 6,000 escaped Allied POWs and Jews in convents, monasteries, 
and residences.  Secret meetings among members of the Rome Escape Line to exchange documents and 
information on safe houses took place inside of St. Peter's Basilica at the foot of Michelangelo’s Pieta 
or near the Altar of the Chair, according to Vatican News. 
 
     The Museum of the Liberation of Rome is today located in the building that formerly served as the 
headquarters of the German SS under Kappler, near the Basilica St. John Lateran.  After the liberation 
in Rome in 1944, the head of the German SS Herbert Kappler was sentenced in 1948 to life imprisoned 
in solitary confinement in Italy.  O'Flaherty went to the prison to visit Kappler, who had previously 
threatened to torture and kill the Irish priest, every month for ten years. 
 
     In 1959, O'Flaherty baptised Kappler and received the converted war criminal into the Catholic 
Church.  The Vatican honored O'Flaherty in 2016 with a plaque on the wall of the Teutonic Cemetery 
inside Vatican City. The cemetery sits above the former site of Nero's circus, where early Christians 
were martyred in ancient Rome.  O'Flaherty's Vatican plaque reads: "Monsignor Hugh O'Flaherty, born 
in Ireland 28.2.1898.  Founder of the Rome Escape Line.  Tireless defender of the weak and oppressed. 
Resident at this College 1938-1960 from where he saved over 6000 lives from the National Socialists. 
O’Flaherty Died 30.10.1963.  He was buried in Cahersiveen, County Kerry, Ireland."  


